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I Sing the Song of 


Sweetest Love 
B. F. M. Sours 


I sing the song of the sweetest 
love— 
That Jesus came from heights 
above 
To this sad world below, 
That He might help when tempest 
lowers, 
That He might cleanse these 
hearts of ours 
And make them white as snow! 
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Music Teachers and Students in Miyagi College, Sendai, Japan 
(See Mrs. Kriete’s article in this issue.) Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


The Voice of God 


There are voices all around us, Moses heard Him in the bushes 
Songs of gladness and of cheer; On Mount Sinai—heard Him say 
Merry tunes—and notes of sadness— Words of law for all His people, 
Strange we do not always hear! Words that live for us to-day. 


SQOQDQWA? 


God is talking; try to hear Him, Through the ear-gate comes rare music, 

In all nature round about, Music that’s divinely dear; 

In the star-light—don’t you hear Him? Are our spirits tuned to hear Him? 

In the wave-beat—do not doubt. God is speaking—let us hear! 
—Hlizabeth W. Fry. 
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Discovery 


It matters not within my soul 
If days bring joy or pain— 

If sorrow do surround my heart— 
I triumph once again! 


It matters not within my soul 

If worlds and stars do fall— 

Throughout each avalanche of 
grief 

My soul stands strong and tall. 


For I have found at last, at last, 

Through bitter tears and shame, 

That though I fail and lose my 
faith— 

Yet God remains the same. 


And with that Truth the darkness 
breaks— 
My soul finds light and grace! 
It matters not what Life may 
bring— 
For I have seen His face. 
—Dorothy E. Adams. SCENE AT CAMP MENSCH MILL 
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CHRIST AND MARS, GOD OR CAESAR 


It is pre-eminently appropriate that I 
‘should select this as the first volume in my 
assumption of this service. No man of 
our day and generation has done as much 
to arouse the Christian conscience against 
war as my honored predecessor, Dr. Lynch. 
He was a pioneer of pioneers and was an 
almost lone voice when the author of the 
book under review, Religion Renounces 
War, by Walter W. Van Kirk (Willett, 
Clark & Colby. $2.00;) was a school boy. 
The Chureh peace movement is a living 
monument to Frederick Lynch. The change 
of sentiment that has come since the or- 
ganization of the Federal Council’s Com- 
mission on Peace and Arbitration in 1911 
and. the Constance Conference of 1914 
(both due in large measure to Dr. Lynch), 
has been beyond that of any feature in 
the program of the Church. 

It is almost a pity that this volume gives 
no record of the beginnings of this trans- 
formation before the war, the preservation 
of ideals even during the war, and their 
emergence immediately after the war. That 
history would be worth telling. Dr. Van 
Kirk, however, has given us the result of 
the sacrificial labor of his predecessors, 
some of whom were prophesying while 
present day prophets were not yet endow- 
ed with the gift. It has been far more 
than the voicing of resolutions; it has 
taken rapid organizational form and be- 
come concrete and militant in its objec- 
tives. 

This is the story that is told by one who 
has rapidly arisen to a place of leadership, 
both among the Churches and the more 
general movements for peace, and who has 
proved a worthy disciple of his chief of 
many years, Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, to whom 
the Christian Church and the peace move- 
ment owe honor and gratitude in unmeas- 
ured amplitude and to whom the author 
has dedicated his book. 

The volume would leave something to 
be desired from the point of view of the 
exact and exacting analyst. It bears all 
the marks of the crusader, was evidently 
written at white heat, and history is col- 
ored by the author’s emotional reactions. 
Indeed, Dr. Van Kirk is, at points, almost 
Pauline in a rush of sentences which occa- 
sionally defy the laws of grammatical con- 
struction or literary aptness; as, for ex- 
ample, his asseveration that many Chris- 
tian leaders believe that “the Churches 
should refuse to serve as armed comba- 
tants,” which of course they have not done 
for a rather long time. However, the au- 
thor has a large and rapidly growing sup- 
port in the feeling that the time has come 
when words need not be minced and when 
the dramatic power of his portrayal is a 
needed stimulation and a timely challenge. 
That the publisher’s characterization of 
this volume is over-optimistic and that the 
author himself may have to experience 
some disillusionment makes his prophetic 
spirit and his splendid idealism all the 
more needed in an age of cynicism, ma- 
terialism, and utilitarianism. This much 
may be said: Christian leaders in the 
United States will never give the same 
ready compliance to a declaration of war 
that they did 18 years ago. They have 
gone altogether too far for that. 

In the scope of its information the vol- 
ume surveys a wide field, is encyclopedic 
and is thus a reference book as well as a 
graphic story. The material is well organ- 
ized, beginning with a brief resume of the 
attitude of the early Church and its later 
apostasy. The contrariety of prayers to 
which God has had to listen from con- 
flicting Christians illustrates in itself the 


EPIPHANY 
The messenger angels sang “Glory to 
God, 
And peace among men of good- 
will”; 
While shepherds adoring the Child 
sent of God, 
Whose birth hope and promise ful- 
fill. 


A Star in the East, a wonderful Star, 
The Wise Men to Bethlehem led; 
As King of the Jews, they too wor- 
ship the babe, 
Before Whom gifts royal they 
spread. 


A Guest when a marriage in Cana 
was sealed, 

And Mary His mother was there; 

“The wine is exhausted,” she anxi- 
ously said, 

Believing that He too would care. 


“Fill water-pots full of pure water,” 


He said: 
“The chief of the feast now at- 
tend.” 
The ruler declared that the last was 
the best, 
But knew not the aid of The 
Friend. 
“The modest water, touched by grace 
divine, 
Confessed its God, and blushed itself 
to wine.” 


Through Palestine moving, as Helper 
and Friend, 
Physician, and 
Guide— 
For Love freely given, they crowned 
Him with thorns, 
And, hating, they Him crucified. 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


Teacher, and 


wrong of armed conflict for Christians. 
The declarations of Christian leaders, 
nearly all clergymen (the laity have not 
expressed themselves very much, with the 
exception of the youth), are vigorous; the 
theological students and young people’s 
groups are unhesitating; the religious press 
practically unanimous. To be sure, some 
of the individual utterances are so violent 
as to lose in value. But it is the verdict 
of the Church bodies, speaking in their 
official capacity, that is most impressive. 
Dr. Van Kirk realizes, however, that 
war will not be stopped by resolutions. 
“The Churches,” he says, “are not so naive 
as to believe that world justice and peace 
will be consummated because a number of 
preachers and _ ecclesiastical assemblies 
have renounced war.” They realize “that 
the war system is closely geared into the 
complex socio-economic framework of mod- 
ern society” and are “delving into the eco- 
nomic causes of war.” “Those who believe 
that the Churches have nothing more than 
an emotional enthusiasm” for the Kellogg- 
Briand pact “are badly mistaken.” Chris- 
tian leaders “are thoroughly disgusted with 
the manner in which the World Court has 
been kicked around by the Senate.” The 
League of Nations is not dead in Chureh 
circles. The “drastic reduction of arma- 
ments” is an objective on which their 
minds are made up and they “do not pro- 


pose to have their thinking done for them 


by private armament manufacturers.” They 
regard the traffic in arms as “social in- 
sanity.” The chapter on “The Rights of 
‘Conscience’ opens very effectively with 
illustrations of the vile and vicious, al- 
most unbelievable practices of military 
officers in dealing with “objectors.” Dr. 


Van Kirk believes that the Church “will 
not submit to the mortgaging of the con- 
science by the State.” 

Not only is this the temper of Ameri- 
can Churches; those of other lands are 
voicing similar conclusions through the 
Universal Council on Life and Work and 
the World Alliance for International 
Friendship. There is a proposal, even 
though but incipient, for a conference of 
all religions against war. ‘The author 
hopes for real co-operation between Cath- 
olic and Protestant forces. The ' vexing 
question of the Army and Navy Chap- 
lainey is referred to, but Dr. Van Kirk 
neglects the main issue in this matter, 
namely, whether the Church should sub- 
mit its ordained ministers to the control 
of the State. In principle it is the same 
as the larger problem in Germany. 

While this volume will arouse the most 
apathetic of readers, there is one very 
large class of men and women whom it 
does not altogether help. There are mul- 
titudes who agree to the denunciation of 
militarism to the last word and who warm- 
ly approve of every constructive measure 
to prevent war. They are unable, how- 
ever, to ignore, as Dr. Van Kirk does, the 
distinction between aggression and de- 
fense. They cannot help asking — what 
should I do if Mexico sent an army to 
subjugate Panama? If Japan seeks to 
erush China into virtual slavery? If 
United States territory were overrun by 
a fascist Mexico? Dr. Van Kirk’s solution 
is too easy for them. His command to 
“round arms” is not so simple as it 
sounds. Indeed this state of mind appears 
in the implied reservation in the pledge 
professed by some denominational bodies: 
“T will not cross the borders of any na- 
tion.” If such, however, get the spirit of 
the book, they are not likely to go wrong. 

As a matter of fact, the whole issue 
rests with the rising generation and our 
author has apparent confidence in our 
youth.. Well, sad to say, the most dis- 
heartening experience of my recent study 
in Europe was to find the youth of Ger- 
many and Italy going wrong, as they have 
in Russia, their idealism being almost 
completely nationalized and racialized. 

Dr. Van Kirk leaves almost untouched 
one factor without the existence of which 
political leaders would find it difficult to 
recruit soldiers. That is the terrible vital- 
ity of race hostility and hatred. 

While quite probably Dr. Van Kirk may 
overestimate the significance of this mass 
of testimony if it were put to the test, 
he has gathered into cumulative and con- 
vincing form impressive evidence that, 
while neither traditional diplomacy nor 
social radicalism are likely to lead the 
world to peace, the Christian conscience is 
beginning to assert itself, in rising indig- 
nation against what has been, for ages, a 
political system even though the victory is 
not likely to be as obvious as Dr. Van 
Kirk’s marshaled forces might seem to 
imply. A momentous conflict is nearly 
upon us—between Church and State. And 
it will not be stilled by the pious plati- 
tudes of Congressmen who love to advise 
the preachers to “stick to the simple gos- 
pel.” Further, it is not just the question 
of peace and war, it is the Christian con- 


science facing an unchristian social order, © 


national and international. 


Let the preacher, especially if he be of 


the younger generation, not only read this 
volume, but start where it leaves off and 


ponder the task. Then let him see that 


every young man and woman in his parish 
makes it a subject of real thought. 


—Charles 8. Macfarland, 
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A DUTY LONG NEGLECTED 


One of the most heartening Presidential messages we 
have read in a long time is that which summons us to do 
what we should long since have done, become a member in 
good standing of the World Court. The platforms of our 
major political parties have long since advocated this step 
and four Presidents of the United States in succession have 
earnestly urged that we should no longer delay; but a 
recalcitrant minority in the United States Senate has al- 
ways succeeded in side-tracking the movement. Moreover, 
we may be assured that these die-hards, Hiram Johnson, 
William E. Borah, and a few others, are fuming and fret- 
ting as violently as ever in the effort to prevent this desir- 
able consummation now and in the future. Perhaps the 
speciousness of the opposition cannot be better illustrated 
than in a quotation from Mr. W. R. Hearst’s editor, Arthur 
Brisbane, who writes the ancient formula that to join the 
World Court is a “back door entry” to the League of 
Nations. 


Mr. Brisbane seems to foam at the mouth as he admits 
that there is a ‘‘good chance of this country adding to other 
follies the extraordinary folly of taking a first step into 
the League of Nations, through the back door of the World 
Court.” He reports that opposition to World Court mem- 
bership is said to have dwindled to 12 Senators, and the 
United States is, therefore, expected soon “to put itself 
under World Court orders.” Mr. Brisbane then proceeds: 
“Why should this country go 3,000 miles across the ocean 
and submit matters of vital importance to judges repre- 
senting countries that hate the United States? Would the 
United States get fair decisions from judiciary appointees 
of nations that have recently cheated the United States out 
of $10,000,000,000? What is wrong with our own courts, 
the Supreme Court included, that they are found no longer 
fit to settle questions concerning this country? What a 
surprise for George Washington, who left a little nation 
with a population about one-half that of modern New York 
City, to learn that 123,000,000 of us feel unable to settle 
our own affairs on our side of the ocean!” 


Those who value principle above prejudice and reason 
above hysteria are counselled to contrast this selfish plea 
with the calm and sober words of the President of the 
United States in his brief and pointed message to the Sen- 
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ate. In addition to the great mass of religious and educa- 
tional organizations in our country and the national women’s 
organizations throughout the land, adherence to the World 
Court enjoys the support of practically every important 
group, including the American Bar Association and 65 state 
and local associations ; 1,357 daily newspapers with a total 
circulation of 27,000,000 for, against 265 daily newspapers 
with a total circulation of 10,000,000 opposed; the United 
States Chamber of Commerce and 66 state and city Cham- 
bers of Commerce; the American Federation of Labor; the 
National Grange; the National Educational Association ; 
many State Legislatures; and, last, but not least, the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


We have no desire to question the sincerity of isolation- 
ists, but from a Christian standpoint they are so terribly 
wrong in this instance that we may join wholeheartedly in 
the hope and prayer that this long neglected duty may now 
be performed, as our President advises, and our Republic 
no longer stand aloof from the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice. It is also of the utmost importance that 
no nullifying reservations be added to defeat the value and 
effect of this action. 


The Resolution adopted by the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on January 9 reads as follows: “JVhereas the 
President, under date of December 10, 1930, transmitted 
to the Senate a communication, accompanied by a letter 
from the Secretary of State dated Nov. 18, 1929, asking 
the favorable advice and consent of the Senate to adher- 
ence by the United States to the Protocol of date Dec. 16, 
1920, of Signature of the Statute for the Permanent Court 
of International Justice, the Protocol of revision of the 
Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice of 
date Sept. 14, 1929, and the Protocol of Accession of the 
United States of America to the Protocol of Signature of 
the Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice 
of date Sept. 14, 1929, all of which are set out in the said 
message of the President dated Dec. 10, 1930: Therefore 
be it 

“Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present concur- 
ring), That the Senate advise and consent to the adherence 
by the United States to the said three Protocols, the one 
of date Dec. 16, 1920, and the other two each of date Sept. 
14, 1929 (without accepting or agreeing to the optional 
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clause for compulsory jurisdiction), with the clear under- 
standing of the United States that the Permanent Court of 
International Justice shall not, over an objection by the 
United States, entertain any request for an advisory opin- 
ion touching any dispute or question in which the United 
States has or claims an interest.” 
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REVIVING AN OLD CUSTOM 


After many years of effort the pagan custom of wearing 
black apparel as a sign of mourning has largely disappeared. 
“Deep mourning” was the proper thing years ago, but as 
people learned that it was but the perpetuation of a pagan 
custom, and ‘for Christians a denial of their faith in eternal 
life, the custom waned; although, by some, it is still ob- 
served. 


Now, certain business interests, by adroit psychological 
approach, are endeavoring to revive the old custom with 
some additions. It is a mistake, regardless of the need of 
business, and it is to be hoped that social leaders will not 
approve the movement. If they do, others who can ill 
afford the expense of black dresses, hats, gloves and veils, 
will feel that they are not showing proper respect for the 
memory of their departed loved ones and will do their best 
to “follow the leaders”’. 


Under the old custom, the death of a member of the 
family was the signal for household excitement. The dress- 
maker was hastily called in, a rush made for materials, and 
then the hum of the sewing-machine, fittings and drapings 
until almost the last minute before the beginning of the 
service. 


Thankful indeed are the millions of people for whom that 
is a thing of the past, and it is to be earnestly hoped the 
custom will not be revived. Mourning is a matter of the 
heart, and not of apparel. —Now and Then. 


* * * 


AN INVIDIOUS DISTINCTION 


Some of the best letters we receive come from the wives 
of pastors. Here is an excerpt from a thoughtful “mistress 
of the manse” who finds in Kagawa’s “Christ and Japan” 
this statement: “It is imperative that the difference between 
Foreign and Home Missions should be wiped out and ut- 
terly forgotten and that Christians, East and West, close 
their ranks, and reinforce each other in the gigantic task 
of building Christ’s Kingdom among men everywhere.” 
Commenting on this fine statement, our correspondent adds 
these queries: “I wonder if it is not time that the Christian 
Church discarded as incongruous the word ‘Foreign’ as 
the title for missionary enterprise supported by Christians 
of one nation to function within any other nation of this 
world? Could not some other word be substituted for 
‘Foreign’ which will embody our sense of the bond which 
unites us all as children of one God, in inter-national and 
inter-racial brotherhood?” 


The MESSENGER is quite agreed that this ought to be 
done, but we also feel reasonably certain that it will not 
be easy to accomplish it. Somehow old words, customs and 
ideas persist in spite of their infelicity and the damage 
which they frequently cost. We have long felt, for ex- 
ample, that the use of the words “debts” and “trespasses”’ 
in the Lord’s Prayer, which makes it impossible for inter- 
denominational assemblages to repeat that great Prayer 
without a parting of the ways in the very middle of it, might 
have been given up several generations ago, and some word 
like “sins” substituted; but, alas, it is likely to be a long 
time before there can be general agreement on such a point. 
For the real Christian who is a world citizen, there are no 
foreigners, but all men are members of the one family of 
God. There was a time when the words “stranger” and 
enemy” were synonymous; but when the people of all 
nations are thought of as “our Father’s other children,” it 
is unfortunate to keep up the distinction between Home 
and Foreign Missions. “I am a man,” cried the old Roman, 
“and I count nothing that is human to be foreign to myself.” 
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A YOUNG LADY WHO KEPT THE LORD’S 
SUPPER 


While the minister was speaker a young lady rose and 
left the Church. She did not remain to partake of the 
Holy Communion. 

The next day she called at the pastor’s study and said: 
“Mr. , I came to explain why I left the service yes- 
terday. After what you said in your sermon I couldn’t 
stay to receive the Sacrament. You see, my father and 
I had a quarrel and we hadn’t spoken to each other for 
three months. So yesterday, while you were speaking, I 
decided to go home and ask his forgiveness.” She paused, 
and a beautiful smile lighted her face. “Everything is all 
right now,” she said. 

“T’m sure you kept the Lord’s Supper—perhaps better 
than many of us,” said her pastor, proudly—and humbly. 


—Appison H. Grorr. 
* ok * 


“JESUS SHALL REIGN WHERE’ER THE SUN” 


Our Memory Hymn for February is what is probably 
the most widely used of missionary hymns, written by the 
prince of hymn-writers, Dr. Isaac Watts (1674-1748), 
known over the world as “the father of English hymnody.” 
On Foreign Mission Sunday and every other Sunday of 
the month let us sing this great hymn, which its author 
entitled, ““Christ’s Kingdom among the Gentiles,” and which 
is a free paraphrase of the second part of the 72nd Psalm. 
Dr. Watts tried to express these beautiful Psalms in the 
spirit of the New Testament, just as he supposed David 
would have done, had he lived in the days of Christ and 
His Apostles. Many students of Hymnology regard these 
stanzas as “one of the grandest lyrics within the compass 
of Christian literature.” It was the Hymn chosen to be 
sung in 1862, at the great mission gathering when 5,000 
converts from Samoa, Tonga and Fiji surrendered heathen- 
ism and came to Christ. In many lands and in many 
tongues it has been sung as a song of triumph, in the con- 
fident assurance of final victory for Him whose right it is 
to reign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Should 
not every good soldier of Jesus Christ make this Hymn 
his very own? 
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DOES YOUR CHURCH HAVE IT? 


When a newspaper makes a statement and then clinches 
it with a photograph, it must be true. That was what they 
did about those who built the fourteen million dollar post 
office for Pittsburgh. It had places to mail boxes and 
bundles, and even bring the trains loaded with bags; but 
there was no place to drop in an ordinary letter, and it 
had to be cut in after the structure was gotten out of the 
hands of bungling designers, wrangling architects, graft- 
ing politicians and the labor leaders, whose disputes kept 
men out of work and delayed its completion. And yet it is 
the simple letter with its three cent stamp that is the profit 
base of the whole post office system, and also the humble 
post card sent for a cent; but the building had provided 
no place to receive them. 

Is it possible that we can be so obsessed with the state- 
liness and beauty of our Churches that we fail to make 
provision for people to get into the membership? It is 
fine to note the newer ideals of worship now in vogue, but 
let us keep in mind to give the stranger an access to it. 
Talk about Evangelism as you will; though the plans and 
methods may vary, yet, at heart, it is emphasizing the access 
of the soul to God for help, for recovery, for the way of 
life—eternal life. Jesus made it even more positive: “Go 
out into the highways and byways, and compel them to 
come in.” ; 

The knock-down argument for ministers and Churches 
to push their Sunday School is: the largest percentage of 
accessions to the Church comes by way of the Sunday 
School. Most ministers are restive because their congrega- 


tion, even though large, does not furnish a big enough field. 


of activity for a real “he-man”, and they glory in the fact 
that the Sunday School affords an approach to homes and 
families far beyond the membership of the Church and even 
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the catechetical class, fine as it is. Let post-offices be with- 
out provision for single letters of first class mail, but let 
not the Church lose sight of its first principle and foremost 
purpose—to afford a way for Christ to draw people and a 
way for people to come to Him. “The Lord added to the 
Church daily such as were being saved.” Therefore, I 
plead for evangelism. —Berea. 
6 * * 


MOTHERHOOD 


There is but one dearer and sweeter name than that of 
mother, and that is the ‘‘sweetest name ever sung’’—the name 
of Jesus. It follows that the most beautiful service that 
can be rendered is the service implied by the title of 
motherhood. One cannot think of the innumerable gracious 
ministries that are suggested by that great word without 
feeling the deepest gratitude for having enjoyed the never 
failing care and overflowing love of his mother. The rela- 
tion indicated by the very dear titles of wife, or sister, or 
daughter, is also very beautiful, and when those dear ones 
are mentioned tender memories are awakened, especially 
of those who in the course of the years have fallen asleep ; 
but those dear names fall far below that dearer and lovelier 
name of mother. 

What woman would not wish to be honored by that title? 
Yet it seems that many women reject the honor and make 
use of various means, honorable or despicable, to avoid 
the burdens and hardships which motherhood involves. It 
is unquestionable that motherhood involves trials, distresses, 
suffering. In this world of ours it seems inevitable that 
ill should accompany good, and the infinitely blessed ex- 
periences of motherhod are not attained without pain and 
hardship that is often extreme. 

One of the most distressing occurrences of recent months 
is the reported murder of an imbecile som by his own 
mother in the state of New York. It is certainly a serious 
affliction to have a feeble-minded child. Such unfortunate 
little folk sometimes make their way into the world, and 
the mother that bears such children naturally regards it as 
a great affliction; but what mother that is worthy of that 
dear name could think of taking the life of her own child 
though it should unfortunately be witless? Does it not 
cause a thrill of horror even to think of a mother as mur- 
derer of her own child? 

May the writer be permitted to take a leaf out of the 
memories of his early ministry? It concerns an event that 
occurred more than sixty years ago, but it is unforgettable. 
Among the families that constituted the parish in that far 
eastern town was one in which there were several bright 
and beautiful children, but, sad as it might seem, there was 
cne helpless and witless little girl. That pitiful child lived 
to be eleven years of age and during all those years never 
had manifested the least sign of intelligence. She never 
indicated in any way the slightest recognition of her own 
mother. She was utterly without strength, never stood 
upon her feet or took a step in her life. She never spoke a 
word but made known the sense of pain or hunger by a 
feeble little cry. She lay during all those years upon a 
pillow or on her mother’s bosom—just a helpless mass of 
flesh, without mind and possibly—probably—without soul! 
The mother seldom left that baby and when she did for a 
short time she hastened home again that she might care 
for her needy child. : 

At length, after eleven years, the little sufferer “fell 
asleep”. The young minister, as was his duty, went to 
that home to comfort that mother. What was his amaze- 
ment to learn from that mother’s own lips that she was 
heart-broken over her loss? Why should she not rejoice 
to be freed from such a burden? That mother told him 
that she could more easily have given up any one of her 
bright and beautiful children than that poor imbecile child! 
He could not understand it, but with the passing years has 
learned something of the depth and richness of mother 
love, and also that love grows rich and sweet and heavenly- 
minded by sacrifice. That mother for eleven years was 
giving her very life for that child and she could not help 
loving it. What a contrast between that mother and the 
New York woman who murdered her own son! 

May not this little incident of the long ago serve to make 
us understand more clearly the reason of Jesus’ love for 
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his disciples? How can He help loving us since He gave 
His life for us? The cross hath meanings deep and won- 
derful; how can I help loving Him who gave His life for 
me? —G. S. R. 


* * * 


“STORM OVER THE CHURCHES” 


At the 25th annual meeting of the St. Louis Church 
Federation, Dr. Edgar DeWitt Jones, of Detroit, delivered 
the annual address on the above subject. “Religion is under 
fire,”’ he said, “‘and over American Protestantism the storm 
is playing havoc. It is reported on good authority that 
10,000 ministers are without Churches and debts for new 
buildings contracted between 1920 and 1930 total $1,100,- 
000,000, of which possibly 35 per cent has been paid.” 

After setting forth in his brilliant style other difficult 
conditions which the Churches of today are facing, Dr. 
Jones continues: “There are worse evils than storms. A 
dead, listless calm with no initiative, no passion, no en- 
thusiasm, is worse. Far better the storms than the peace of 
stagnation and death, with no clashing ideas, nothing worth 
spun nothing to call out latent power, courage or sacri- 

Cesa 


The Archbishop of Canterbury not so long ago invited 
some of his clergy to spend a quiet day, that they might 
consider problems together. One of these clergymen wrote 
in reply: “Your grace, in my village we do not need a 
quiet day—we need an earthquake!” Very good. Every 
village, community, city in America, says Dr. Jones, “needs 
a moral earthquake.” He adds: “This is a great day for 
the preachers and the laymen of the Churches, a day of 
amazing opportunity. Something is happening of a spiritual 
nature that is indicated in myriad ways among the rank 
and file of the people. In times of storm people seek re- 
fuge. They look for a way of escape and of shelter. With 
storm over the Churches they have turned to five shelters— 
namely, the ivory tower of mysticism, the summer-house of 
humanism, the week-end parties of Buchmanism, the granite 
Gibraltar of Barthianism, and the Gothic cathedral of ritu- 
alism. But the masses of the people will never know 
much about these shelters save as their ideas are filtered 
through consecrated personalities. The great masses of 
brave men and women will take the storm and rise above 
it, provided they have the intrepid leadership and the 
mightiest incentives.” Let our thoughtful men and women 
consider this challenge prayerfully. 

comer & 


SYMPATHETIC INTEREST 


There is no human power for good greater than this. 
It overcomes prejudice, wins confidence, opens the heart 
and prepares for the reception of the truth. Hence it should 
be cultivated and manifested by every Christian who desires 
to influence for good his fellow beings. How much more 
good Church members might do in behalf of each other, 
or for those who are outside of the Church, if their sym- 
pathetic interest were exhibited in cases brought to their 
notice, or which come in any way under their observation ! 
This would help at least to solve many problems which are 
now pressing for solution. It would have a wonderful 
attraction for the children if it were exhibited by their 
teachers in the Church School and would almost invariably 
lead them to give themselves to the Savior. It would go 
far to remove the suspicion and jealousy with which labor 
now regards capital, and incite the representatives of both 
to the cultivation of kindly feelings. It would in some 
measure remove the barriers now piled up between the 
Church and the masses, if Church members generally would 
carry into the world day by day the spirit of Him Who 
wept over doomed Jerusalem and went about doing good, 
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 
among the people, and when seeing the multitude was moved 
with compassion for them, because they fainted and were 
as sheep having no shepherd. How can men be won to 
Christ if this sympathetic interest is not manifested in prac- 
tical helpfulness toward them by those who profess to be 
followers of the Master? 

—Henry C. ScCHLUETER. 

Baltimore, Md. 
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PROPAGANDA CANDY-COATED 


become unmitigated 
>” That is a question well worth pondering. We 
have called attention on several occasions to the tremendous 
have, and the un- 


“Do not our humorists at times 


nuisances 


following some of our 


“court jesters” 
doubted influence on public opinion they. exert. 
they are often funny and say many clever things, thought- 
less people are inclined to exaggerate their real importance. 
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When Will Rogers, for instance, comes to Philadelphia and 
takes advantage of his appearance before a thousand more 
or less prominent business men and women composed of 
the Poor Richard Club and guests, on Benjamin Franklin’s 
birthday, to spoof at the World Court and to blare out 
propaganda for his employers by making a plea for an open 
Sunday with moving picture shows, he is a menace and not 


“It is to'be hoped his auditors do not 


take him too seriously on such occasions. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


My Meditations in a Drug Store 


One Christmas Day at our house all 
things were ready—turkey, plum pudding, 
fixin’s s, candy, candles, mistletoe, Christmas 
tree, presents, everything; with one excep- 
tion. I had forgotten one of my jobs, 
which is to report when the coffee is get- 
ting low. 

What to do? All the regular stores were 
closed. Our town cannot boast a delica- 
tessen shop. Said Mrs. T., “Why not try 
the drug store?” 

Off I went, and sure enough, the clerk 
said, Yes, they had coffee. 

To a friend who happened to be in the 
store at the same moment I said, “Well, 
I’ve put the Great American Drug Store 
to the final test. It sells coffee!” 


“Wonderful,” he replied, “And maybe 
you could get a prescription filled here, 
too!” 

That was more than possible; but I hap- 
pen to know that this drug store would go 
out of business in a week if it had to de- 
pend on its prescription trade. 


Well, there you are. The drug store now 
competes with the bookshop, the toy shop, 
the grocery, the restaurant, the cigar 
stand, the newsboy, the hardware store, 
the candy store, the men’s furnishing store, 
the electrician’s shop, the radio agency, the 
paint and paper store, the beauty shoppe, 
and a few others. 

Also each of these competes to some ex- 
tent with several of the others. And, while 
business with us is still fairly dull, all this 
competition doesn’t seem to be affecting 
the general situation. 

But every one of these businesses has to 
be up on its toes all the time. No one of 
them can say, “If people need coffee—or 
nails, or writing paper, or neckties, they’ve 
got to come to us.” We can go to the drug 
store, or to some other competing shop. 


It set me thinking about the Church. 
Because with the Church I believe the ex- 
act opposite is true. 


Three-fourths of the world’s social and 
cultural work began in the Church. Feed- 
ing the hungry, clothing the naked, teach- 
ing the ignorant, healing the sick, cher- 
ishing the dependent, defending the op- 
pressed, ministering to defectives, to the 
aged and the outcasts—the Church started 
all that. 


But now much of this good work is done 
by agencies outside the Church. They do 
not merely compete; they’ve actually taken 
over the job. 

Trouble is, they haven’t always taken 
with it the job’s religious motive. And so, 
as I see it, one of the tasks of the Church 
today is to prepare men and women for 
these forms of human service, putting into 
them what they don’t seem to get any 
where else—the ideal, the purposes and the 
spirit without which any amount of good 
work will be barren, and won’t last. 

We can’t do everything, in the Church. 
The “drugstore” sort of competition is too 
much for us. ; 

This one thing we can do: provide the 
best motives. And we’ve got to do it all 
the more in these days, partly because the 


world’s complicated business needs it des- 
perately; and partly because this is the one 
business in which the Church is, or can get 
to be, more expert than any other insti- 
tution. 

It isn’t a specially elegant saying I used 
to hear, but there’s truth in it: “The 
world would lurch without the Church.” 


‘Don’t Say, ‘I Told You!’ ” 


If your town is like ours, its most trou- 
blesome people are not the ne’er-do-wells 
nor the sneak thieves nor the tightwads, 
nor even the heavy drinkers, but the 
whisperers. 

Twice in my memory we’ve lost good 
pastors, one of whom I knew well and 
greatly loved, because of insignificant peo- 
ple who started or helped along a wave of 
“Do you know what they’re saying?” stuff. 

It was all done behind the hand, so to 
speak; “don’t ever tell anybody I told 
you!” 

Once the thing started in as innocent a 
fact as that the victim had not been within 
reach on a day when some people thought 
he should have been at home. 

Where was he? What was he doing? 
Why hadn’t he left word? Who was with 
him? How long was he away? That sort 
of indirect poison, you know. 

The instigator of the whispers was a 
woman whose daughter’s voice would have 
been good enough for solo work in the 
choir, except’ that you could never tell 
when she was going to try for a high note 
and miss it by three-quarters of a tone. 

The mother wasn’t vicious, but she re- 
sented the pastor’s highly considerate 
words, when he had shouldered the thank- 
less job of explaining why Celestine ought 
not to attempt the impossible. She didn’t 
even intend to-do the man any harm. She 
merely put a touch of malice into a chance 
conversation on the street. 

Well, you can guess the rest;—the pas- 
tor’s surprise when, a week later, he first 
heard that ugly stories about him were be- 
ing peddled around; and then his increas- 
ing and bewildered helplessness. 


TIRED HEARTS 


Tired hearts, have faith in God, 
Believe and gladly pray; 


And God will give you kindly rest, 
Sweet peace and joy today. 


—Robert Deardorfft 


At the outset he was amused, then a little 
angry, and then deeply hurt. I won’t go 
further into the unhappy story, for it is 
still a grief to me. But in the end he gave 
up, and moved away. 

He got another Church, 
l’ a 
little surprised—that the evil talk did not 
get to his new people. If it had, his whole 
ministry would have been blighted. 

As it was, we lost a good man; his family 
and himself went through tortures all the 
keener because they had no human remedy; 
and, so far as I ever knew, nobody was 
punished or even specially condemned. 

Don’t think that men can’t do just as 
much of this kind of damage as women. 
The other minister whom I remember as 
having been practically run out of town 
owed his experience to a man he had much 
befriended. 

For my part, I’ve got a little method 
with the whisperers. 
work it, but of late years these gentry 
fight shy of me. 

My plan is to say, “Dear me, dear me! 
But who told you?” And then, “Maybe it’s 
not so. Let’s go and find out. ” 

You'd be surprised, I think, if you knew 
how rarely have I ever had the chance to 
make that simple investigation. But my 
experience is that for a time, anyway, one 
whisperer is a trifle more careful. 


of course; and 


Fixing to Git Reconciled 


These hard time have me guessing, espe- 
cially about motor cars. 

In our town we have one automobile to 
every three and a half people; with all that 
fact means in terms of the original invest- 
ment, insurance, licenses, gas, oil, tires, 
garage bills,—and time. 

In our town, also, we have our full 
quota of the unemployed. We’ve had our 
share of governmental alphabet soup for 
the various special classes of our citizens. 

It’s the effort to put these two facts to- 
gether that gives me the headache. If we 
had fewer cars, would we have less pov- 
erty? I doubt it. And we can’t have 
more cars, until we get bitten by the two- 
car family bug. 

Does this car-owning mean anything, 
one way or the other? Does it take money 
from other businesses, as the drink trade 
does? 

Is it a blessing or a detriment to the 
Church? Has it had any bad effect on the 
morals of youth, or the home life of the 
middle-aged? 

Many of our people are getting ready 
to trade in the old car for a new one. 
Should I be in favor of that, or opposed 
to it? 

You can write your own questions, 
plenty of ’em. But you’re a lot wiser than 
I am if you know the answers. 


One thing I do know; the cars are here. 


It’s like what an old- time preacher I used 
to know was forever saying, “When I me 
out that a thing is inevitable, I fix myse 
to git reconciled to it.” ; 
The automobile is one of the inevitab 
We folks, with our homes and Churek 
and children, may as well fix to git reec 
ciled to it. ; 
But how? 


It helps, when I can . 
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FACING FOREIGN MISSION DAY 


“That the Epiphany season be set apart as a season for special missionary study, 
prayer and giving.”’—Action of General Synod, 1914. 
Edited by REV. ARTHUR V. CASSELMAN, D.D., Secretary 


PROUD? SO ARE WE! 
By Rev. Paul E. Keller, Wuchang, China 


I am proud of my fellow-workers, who 
have had to undergo a period of testing, 
and are coming out with eolors flying. 
Some are going to prolong their stay in 
China with not a few tears on their pil- 
lows; but they are going to show the stuff 
they are made of. No, we are not the 
most brilliant and capable men and women 
in the Reformed Church. We regret that 
those folks would not come. We are here 
because you sent us; and we are giving 
the best in us gladly. When you ean get 
better men and women in God’s name send 
them, and send them soon, for we need 
them desperately. 


“ALMOST PAST LIFE” 
By Grace S. Yaukey, Yochow, China 


We are beginning to see that we have 
cut things down to a point almost past 
life—that something will have to go in 
order to let something else be worth-while. 
I really believe that everyone is thinking 
beyond his particular interests and try- 
ing to judge what had best be given up. 
That is an advance over human nature if 
in no other respect. Everywhere it is just 
a desperate pull to get through to the 
end of the year, and in the evangelistic 
work it looks more and more as if it can- 
not pan out unless we dismiss another 
worker. I give that as indication of how 
in spite of the most rigid care we have 
so small a margin that it really is impos- 
sible. However, it has its good effects, 
too; and I realize that-to have the woman 
worker come to me as she did yesterday 
and wonder where we could find ten cents 
a week to cover the cost of paper for the 
street boy’s Sunday School work, is, after 
all, not without its salutary effect. 


“FOR HER PRICE IS FAR ABOVE 
RUBIES” 


By Helen G. Glessner, Kirkuk, Iraq 


A missionary in a foreign country can 
rarely over-estimate the value of sincere 
and competent local helpers in carrying 
out the work of the Kingdom. We have 
found that Iraq local helpers must be 
chosen with infinite care, and even then 
there are times when apparently con- 
scientious workers betray their trust. So 
it is with deep thankfulness that we speak 
of those consecrated workers who have 
“kept the faith.” 

I am thinking particularly of the main- 
stay of our girls’ work in Mosul. Rabi 
Esyet was one of the very first people we 
met upon our arrival on the field, and each 
year has brought a deeper appreciation of 
her sterling character and her consecrated 
devotion to the work. Rabi Esyet is the 
matron of the girls’ dormitory, and as 
such has proved a mother and counselor 
to the girls in a way that is so unusual 
that it is remarkable. She is a native 
Assyrian Christian, and one cannot be as- 
sociated with her without realizing that 
she is a Christian in the true sense of the 
word, both in her spiritual life and in her 
dealings with others. 

And here is a faith that has been put 
to the test and has been tried in_ fire. 
During the late war Rabi Esyet and her 
people, being Christians, were harassed 
by the Kurds in their tribal home in 
Persia. Their houses were burned, their 


WATCH THIS PAGE 


Debt of Foreign Mission 
Board Dee. 1, 1933....$330,553.24 
Debt of Foreign Mission 
Board Dee. 31, 1934... 242,667.43 


Reduction of debt... $87,885.81 


This morning’s mail: “I thought 
you might be interested and en- 
couraged to know that we are doing 
our best here to have a good offer- 
ing on Feb. 10. The gleaner ecards 
are going over with a bang.” 

This morning’s visitor: He is one 
of the leading laymen of our Church 
in the East and one of the 500 who 
have volunteered to present the 
cause of Foreign Missions to the 
Sunday Schools. He said: “I have 
no special reason for calling. I just 
wanted to tell you how well I have 
been received by the congregations 
and Sunday Schools I have visited, 
and how much I have enjoyed pre- 
senting Foreign Mission Day. I 
never did anything that made .me 
happier.” 


goods plundered, and they themselves mur- 
dered or carried into slavery. When the 
Kurds raided the village of Rabi Esyet 
she clasped her baby in her arms and crept 
into the hot bake-oven, in the bottom of 
which still smouldered the embers of a 
fire. When a fierce Kurd discovered her 
in her hiding place, he was so impressed 
by her courage that he allowed her to go 
free. The little daughter has now grown 
to be a fine young woman who is study- 
ing in the American mission schools in 
Beyrouth, preparing to be a teacher. 

Shortly after the above-mentioned raid, 
the Assyrians fled from Persia and many 
sought protection with the British army 
then in Iraq. Rabi Esyet, traveling on 
foot, brought with her 20 little children 
to safety under the British flag. These 
children had either become lost from their 
parents or had become orphans in the 
massacres. All would have perished had 
it not been for the mother-heart of Rabi 
Esyet. 


A NEW CALL FROM THE EAST 
By Mrs. C. D. Kriete, Sendai, Japan 


(See cut on Cover Page) 
“Come over and help us!” This is not 


a vision in the night, but an earnest ap-- 


peal from a group of teachers and stu- 
dents in Miyagi College, for two American 
teachers, one of piano and the other to 
take charge of the voice department. I 
wish you all could have been with us 
around Yamada San’s tea-table last spring, 
and heard the teachers talk over the situ- 
ation. Yamada San is one of the teachers 
of piano, and is giving her life to her 
work. 

“The future of the course depends,” 
they said, “upon having American teachers 
to head up the departments. You have 
the background and can help us interpret 
Western music to our people. Students 
are hesitating to enter the musie course 
until they are sure of American teachers 
in the College. Please send us someone to 
take Miss Schneder’s place, and also ‘a 
voice teacher.” 

Here is your own Miyagi College—the 


only school that furnishes an education in 
music to the girls of North Japan. Surely 
the opportunity MUST appeal to some 
young women of our Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, who have graduated from 
a Conservatory of Music and are eager to 
try some new venture that will enable 
them to use their talents where they can 
make the best contribution. This group 
of teachers and students is waiting for 
YOU! 


IN CHINA TODAY 


By Rev. Sterling W. Whitener, Yochow, 
China 

Several months ago Dr. Darrouch, the 
Secretary of the Hankow Branch of the 
Religious Tract Society, retired after 40 
years of service in China. In his farewell 
letter to the missionaries and friends of 
the Society, he gave a brief summary of 
his experiences during his long years of 
service. He pointed out how different the 
present methods of evangelization are 
from those it was necessary to practice 
when he was a young missionary. Today 
much of the preaching of the Gospel is 
done by Chinese pastors and evangelists 
who have a training equal to that of a 
majority of the missionaries. In conelu- 
sion he drew attention to the remarkable 
revival movement going on in Honan and 
Shangtung Provinces, and made this state- 
ment: “It would have been impossible to 
secure such results even ten years ago, for 
a movement of such magnitude must be 
based upon years of faithful preaching 
and teaching of the Word of God.” 

When I become discouraged over the 
seemingly slow growth of the Chureh in 
Central China I like to think of this state- 
ment of a veteran missionary. Who knows 
how soon the efforts of seed sowing and 
cultivating will result in a large ingather- 
ing into the Kingdom? Recently Dr. 
Francis C. M. Wei, President of Hua 
Chung College and a leading educationalist 
in China, made this statement: “Although 
less than one-tenth of one per cent of the 
population of China are Protestant Chris- 
tians, yet due to'their emphasis on Edu- 
cation and Christian Character, the largest 
Movement in China today is the Christian 
Movement.” 


In the midst of the rival claims of 
Communism, Socialism, and Capitalism, 
many of the leaders of China feel that 


only a living, aggressive religious faith 
can save China from complete destruction. 
This attitude of mind has opened the door 
for the presentation of Christianity. For 
Buddhism and Taoism have not challenged 
the existing conditions in China, And the 
old Confucian culture has passed away. 
Christianity is being challenged to help 
in the building of a new culture. This 
was demonstrated last year when the Cen- 
tral Government asked the National Chris- 
tian Council of China to help in the re- 
habilitation of part of the area in Kiangsi 
devastated in the war against the Com- 
munists. Even in the Province of Hunan, 
the last to open its doors to Christian mis- 
sionaries, the Governor called Dr. King 


Dju, President of Shangtung Christian 
University, to reorganide the provincial 
educational system. Our own work in 


China with its decided emphasis upon edu- 
cational evangelism is in a strategie posi- 
tion to move forward into greater fields 
of service. Will you assist in this great 
task by your prayers and offerings? 
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A Unified Service Plan. 


By FrepericK R. Darts, Pastor Zion Church, Indianapolis 


The Zion Evangelical Church of Indian- 
apolis has for three months carried out a 
plan which has as its main purpose to 
have more of the children and young peo- 
ple attend, not only the Church School 
session on Sunday mornings, but also the 
worship services, The results achieved 
have been gratifying and justify a con- 


tinuance of the plan. 

The plan used is as follows: Two wor- 
ship services are conducted each Sunday 
morning, one before and one after the 
Church School session. All members are 
asked to attend one or the other. The 
earlier service (9.00 A. M.) is the shorter 
service and because of that appeals to the 
little children. Although only forty min- 
utes in length, it has all that is offered 
in the main preaching service with the 
exception of one anthem instead of two, 
as in the later service. The Junior Choir 
sings in the early service. The sermon is 
of necessity shorter. The pastor uses the 
same text as in the late service but con- 
denses his remarks considerably. The 
printed program of the main service is 
used in the early service, but the changes 
in the musical numbers are designated by 
an asterisk and the substitute numbers 
are mentioned at the bottom of the pro- 
gram. At the close of the first service, 
practically every attendant goes to his or 
her respective department of the Church 
School. 

The Church School program is forty-five 
minutes long. Instead of a long worship 
program, which is often but a duplication 
of a worship program in a_ worship 
service, each department has a hymn and 
prayer after which the individual classes 
meet as always for a thirty or thirty-five 
minute teaching period. The Church 
School session is dismissed at 10.30 and 
the main preaching service begins at 10.35 
o'clock. 

The attendance figures for the three- 
month period are as follows: 


Average attendance at 9 o’clock service, 


290. Highest attendance 386; lowest, 247. 
Average attendance at 10.35 o’clock serv- 
ice, 380. Highest attendance 499; lowest, 
324. Average attendance per Sunday, 670. 
Average attendance in 3 months of the pre- 
vious year, when only 1 service was con- 
ducted, 394. 

Our German services are conducted dur- 
ing the Church School hour. The Church 
School attendance has also been increased 
considerably, especially in the adult 
classes. 

Our main reason for having two services 
was because our auditorium was too small 
to encourage regular attendance of the 
children with the adults. For four years 
we conducted Junior services, during the 
time of the regular Church service, in a 
Church School room. There was lacking 
the atmosphere of a Church with pulpit, 
organ, windows, etc. Families had to be 
separated. Now all, even the little ones, 
go to the Church services. The children 
sit with their parents. And it is surpris- 
ing to note the interest on the part of 
the smallest children. Many little ones 
have led their parents back to the House 
of God for worship. 


By having two services, attendants have 
the choice of the early or late service. For 
some it is more convenient to attend the 
early service. They haven’t the excuse to 
offer any more of having to be at home 
to cook the dinner, ete. 

The spirit of co-operation on the part of 
the Church School workers has been re- 
markable. At first it was felt that those 
departments, that had had special worship 
programs might hesitate to do without 
them. We too have always recognized the 
importance of participation in programs 
on the part of young people, especially. 
We are, however, fortunate in having a 
C. E. Society which conducts devotional 
services each Sunday evening in which 
splendid opportunity is given our young 
people for participation in worship pro- 
grams. The presence of so many young 


men and women in our Church services now 
is an inspiration to the pastor and older 
members. 

The only objections heard thus far are 
that “one must go to both services now if 
one wants to meet different people. And, 
whereas the Church was ‘packed’ on many 
Sundays, the group of attendants is di- 
vided.” Some thought at first that it was 
better, for psychological reasons, to have 
a “packed” Church. But even such indi- 
viduals tell us now they like the new ar- 
rangement. There is more opportunity of 
having and holding “a family pew.” 

We plan to carry on along these lines 
from Oct. 1 to Children’s Day in June. 
During the summer months when many 
are away, we will follow our schedule of 
many years—Church School at 9.15 A. M., 
preaching service at 10 A. M. This ar- 
rangement has always been popular with 
our people. 

For the pastor there are added duties. 
He is, however, willing to do this work 
because he realizes that in this way he is 
developing a congregation of Church-going 
people. Instead of seeing children and par- 
ents go to Church School only, he has 
them in his preaching service. And once 
they are trained to attend the Church sery- 
ices as children; they will not so easily 
be weaned away from the Church. 


In adopting this new plan we have kept 
this fact in mind: Our members, young and 
old, must take part in both the teaching 
and preaching services of the Church. 
Since this could not be accomplished by 
the former system when the Church sery- 
ice and Church School session lasted from 
2% to 214 hours, we have combined all 
elements needed, worship, teaching and 
preaching, in a period lasting 1% hours 
under the early service plan, or 1 hour 
and 50 minutes under the late service plan. 
We have sacrificed nothing that was essen- 
tial, but have given many persons more 
than they formerly received. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Forward Stepping or Side-Stepping 


By GeEorce Epmunp Haynes, PH.D. 


Executive Secretary, Department of Race Relations, Federal Council of Churches 


The Fatherhood of God and the Brother- 
hood of Man involved in race relations are 
foundation stones which Churehmen can- 
not reject and remain Christian. The part 
played by the Protestant Churches in the 
abolition of slavery in the early 19th cen- 
tury and their missionary efforts for edu- 
cation of the freedmen following emanci- 
pation of the slaves are perhaps the 
brightest pages in the history of the 
Church. Such names as William Penn, 
Cotton Mather, the Beechers, John Brown 
and many others are enrolled among the 
saints of Protestantism. 

The founding of educational institutions 
such as Howard, Fisk, Atlanta Universi- 
ties and Morehouse and Talladega Colleges 
was a superb service. The fostering of 
primary and secondary schools that laid 
the foundation for the present public 
school system for both races in the South 
was of inealeulable value. These schools 
and colleges over a period of 60 years 
gave the Negro freedmen and their chil- 
dren a chance to show they could master 
modern knowledge. No sane person today 
repeats the question of past periods whether 
Negroes can acquire an education. College 
graduates to-the total of 20,000, many with 
graduate degrees of all gradegx up to 
Doctor of Philosophy from the highest 
institutions of the land, leave no place 
for doubt on that score. 


Changed conditions, however, create 
new issues and eall for new action from 
the Churches. A sinister situation now 
confronts Negroes in America: in indus- 
try, finance, commerce and agriculture 
heavy color bars prevent them from using 
the education those institutions have given 
them opportunity to acquire. Banks 
throughout America bar Negroes from ev- 
ery job except that of janitor or mes- 
senger. Executive offices of commercial 
corporations and industrial plants have 
unwritten codes that no Negroes need ap- 
ply. Labor unions have either white 
clauses in their constitutions or Jim-crow 
practices in their procedures. Plantation 
owners connive with merchants to exploit 
helpless Negroe tenant cotton farmers. 
They use their political power to cut off 
from these disfranchised black people 
whatever protection they might secure 
through governmental measures. 

Will the Churches take the next step 
from the campus of the educational insti- 
tution into the struggle for economic and 
civie justice for these oppressed black 
millions? Or will the Churches side-step 
these issues as they did those of 17th and 
18th century slavery? Heclesiastical caus- 
ticity then allowed slave-owners to hold 
baptized black Christians in bondage when 
the doctrines of the enslavement of the 
heathen for their salvation could no longer 


be used to rationalize the nefarious insti- 
tution. This compromise sowed the 
dragons’ teeth that brought the harvest of 
the Civil War. The economic exploitation 
and civic repression under which these 
disfranchised millions now suffer present 
current issues which the Church again may 
ignore and those who come after will 
suffer. It is more crucial for the Churches 
than for the oppressed. 

The Churches have preached the power 
of non-violence. The Negro people for 200 
yeats have embraced this principle. They 
have lived it as no other people have done. 
Has history any comparison with the mil- 
lions of Negro slaves who stayed at home 
and cared for the families of masters who 
were away at war fighting to keep them 
in bondage? In the past 70 years these 
same people and their descendants have 
struggled to make progress in the face 
of industrial and agricultural exclusion 
and political domination worse than any 
other group in America has suffered. Yet 
there have been no insurrections or move- 
ments of organized violence among Negro 
people. ; 

But since the World War, radicals have 
discovered that the masses of these people 
are disillusioned, restless, and increas 
ly bitter. They are seizing this situati 
to urge these people toward violence 
their only way of social salvation. Pr 
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ises of political equality, “social equality”, 
sympathy and help in unemployment agi- 
tation and leadership in mass action are 
measures used to give impetus to such 
agitation of violence. The Scottsboro 
Case with others less dramatie has been 
used to win mass loyalty. Church leaders 
have taught that opportunity will come 
to Negroes gradually through education, 
character and the orderly processes of 
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, 
through the courts and other eivie institu- 
tions. The radicals tell Negroes that they 
must strike terror in their oppressors 
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through violent resistance and revolution. 

The radicals are teaching and using this 
technique to apply their doctrines. The 
Churches must develop methods that will 
put their principles into action and 
demonstrate that the way of peaceful, 
non-violent adjustment of racial conflict 
is a sure path to justice and opportunity 
for the weaker minority. 

With more than pronouncements will 
the Churches have to face this situation. 
The times eall for action. Individual 
Christians must make up their minds what 
they will do when they know of persons 
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who are refused jobs or who are thrown 
out of work because of their color; what 
they will do when hospitals refuse Negroes 
in need of medical attention; Churches 
must act when publie officials connive with 
mobs, wink at unfair distribution of school 
funds or of relief jobs and supplies. The 
Churches must take the lead in the effort 
for national anti-lynehing 
Chureh bodies and individual 
must act. 


Will they step forward or 
side-step? 


legislation. 
Christians 


will they 


Birth Control—Its Use and Misuse 


By Dorothy Dunbar Bromley 


With an introduction by Dr. Robert Latou Dickinson, Secretary of the National Committee on Maternal Health 


In the introduction to this able and 
timely book, Doetor Dickinson states that 
it is the first volume to cover the whole 
subject of birth control for the general 
publie, couched in terms which can be 
understood by any layman of ordinary 
intelligence. The fact that the author, 
Mrs. Bromley, is not a physician, has 
doubtless enabled her to present her ma- 
terial in a manner so free from technical- 
ities that her book can be read without 
difficulty by any one who is desirous of 
securing authoritative information upon 
the subject. To those whose minds are 
inhibited by traditionl. taboos, it may 
seem questionable that such a book should 
be written at all or that a notice of its 
contents should appear in a religious jour- 
nal, but such misgivings will be largely 
allayed for those who have a rudimentary 
knowledge of the evolution of human 
thought. 

Every advance that man has made in 
the course of his history is the fruitage 
of long and bitter conflict. The repre- 
sentatives of the status quo have always 
marshalled their forces against any sug- 
gestion of a change either in the theory 
or the technique of life. The process is 
similar in every age and in every institu- 
tion. First comes the pioneer, who, by 
intuition or through the suggestion of- 
fered by a broader factual basis, recog- 
nizes that there is a wrong to be reme- 
died or a higher measure of efficiency to 
be attained. His agitation raises strenu- 
ous hostility, with the result that he suf- 
fers ostracism or even martyrdom. If 
time allowed, this thesis could be illustrat- 
ed a hundred times over in the history of 
medicine, theology, biology, or even as- 
tronomy. Then a new generation, in whose 
mind the revolutionary ideas have been 
planted, like leaven in the meal, rises to 
power. Slowly, and usually imperceptibly, 
the ferment begins to work. What was 
fiereely rejected yesterday is first tolerat- 
ed, then becomes fairly respectable, so 
that it no longer shocks any excepting the 
tenderst susceptibilities, until at last it 
becomes accepted and incorporated in an 


Harper Brothers, New York. $2.50 
Reviewed by J. A. MacCaLttum 


THE AMERICAN SCHOOL 


The next time you pass a school 
pause a moment to think what that 
school means to humanity. Recall 
the long dark centuries when the 
masses were kept in ignorance — 
when greed and oppression ruled the 
world with an iron hand. From the 
very beginning of man’s struggle for 
knowledge, self-respect, and the rec- 
ognition of his inalienable rights, the 
school has been his greatest ally. We 
refer to the school as “common” be- 


cause it belongs to us all; it is our- 
selves working together in the edu- 


cation of our children. But it is a 
most uncommon institution. It is 
relatively new. It is democracy’s 
greatest gift to civilization. Through- 
out the world, among upward strug- 
gling peoples, wherever parents share 
in the aspirations of their children, 
the American common school is be- 
ing copied. Let us cherish and im- 
prove our schools. 

The race climbs upward through 
its children.—Dr. Clausen. 


institution. For our present purpose we 
have no better sample than the story of 
Margaret Sanger. 

Years ago, Mrs. Sanger, in her capacity 
as a nurse and social worker in New York, 
recognized the untold suffering and trag- 
edy among the poor of the great metrop- 
olis, caused by the ignorance and incon- 
tinence which resulted in the birth of such 
large numbers of children in homes where 
it was utterly impossible to give them 
the primary necessities of life. Even yet 
some of the most horrible pictures of the 
contemporary scene are to be found in 
unadorned descriptions of the conditions 
under which many children in the slum 
areas of our cities are being spiritually, 
as well as physically, deformed by mal- 


nutrition. A generation ago Mrs. Sanger 
proposed birth control as a partial solu- 
tion. For her pains she was hounded by 
the clergy, the law, and public opinion 
generally. Being ahead of her time, she 
was not understood and was herself charg- 
ed with every evil motive. Today, after 
the lapse of approximately 30 years, she 
is well on the way to recognition as a 
modern saint. It is the old story. One 
generation stones the prophets, and the 
next builds monuments to them. 

If any justification is needed for eall- 
ing this book to the attention of intelli- 
gent religionists, it lies in the fact that 
religion, when widely interpreted, has to 
do with every aspect of' life. A salvation 
which is not interested in a better en- 
vironment and in those conditions which 
recognize the right of every child to be 
well-born, has little meaning in our age. 
The toll that is paid in the form of dis- 
ease and pain and premature loss of life 
through ignorance of the facts that are 
cogently presented in this book is tragi- 
cally colossal. That birth control has been 
widely practiced for decades, even by 
those who show no public interest in the 
question, is obvious in the vital statistics 
of the privileged classes. The handicap 
imposed upon mother and child alike when 
children are not properly spaced is so ob- 
vious as to require no elaboration. Be- 
cause ‘the traditional approach of the 
average person to this problem has been 
furtive and unscientific, evils of which 
multitudes were aware years ago, have 
been allowed to continue. The time, how- 
ever, has arrived when a frank consider- 
ation of this basie problem is the plain 
duty of every Christian. But, over and 
beyond that, scientifie information, such 
as Mrs. Bromley has given, will be most 
helpful to those whose responsibility it is 
to carry the torch of life into the future 
—the young parents of our generation. 
For these reasons, without going into the 
details as to the information given in this 
book, it is unqualifiedly recommended alike 
to religious teachers and to potential par- 
ents, 


Pleasing Men and Pleasing God 


Luke 6, 26. Woe unto you, when all men 
shall speak well of you! Many will not 
do this if you are careful to please God. 
You may have noticed that Jesus was 
tempted to be a man pleaser. When He 
had fasted and was about to begin those 
three years of hard work to complete the 
work of redemption and may have been 
contemplating a way of approach, the devil 
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tried to get Him to think that He could 
succeed best by being a man pleaser. He 
wanted Him to think that if He would 
throw Himself down from the pinnacle of 
the temple and so please the people by 
showing off before them, they would love 
Him and have faith in Him, and that so 
His people would be gathered for His 
kingdom, and His work would soon be 


completed without suffering. But the debt 
of sin had to be paid, and it was neces- 
sary for men to be sorry for their sins and 
truly repent and believe. To repent and 
have true faith is just as necessary today, 
and to be a man pleaser without trying 
rather to please God will save no one. 
Whenever a young man enters the min- 
istry, the devil tempts him to be a man 
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pleaser. If he becomes a man pleaser, all 
men will speak well of him. He can be a 
man pleaser by drifting along with the 
pet sins of his members and his neighbors, 
even just by saying nothing against these 
pet sins. They will then take pleasure in 
their sins and experience no conversion, 


no, not even an awakening; but if the 
minister is an eloquent speaker, everybody 
will speak well of him, if he does not con- 
demn their sins. A concrete example may 
help us to understand these assertions 
Jesus shows us plainly in the sermon on 
the mount in Matthew 5, 34 to 37, that 
God is displeased with rash swearing: “But 
I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither 
by heaven; for it is God’s throne: nor by 
the earth; for it is His footstool: neither 
by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the 
great King. Neither shalt thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst not make one 
hair white or black. But let your com- 
munication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
evil. 


Nevertheless we find in Churchly eir- 
cles, among people that wish to be con- 
sidered pious, such as misuse and abuse 
the holy name in a way that they consider 
pious or at least excusable. The truth is 
that they really are hardened in a sinful 
misuse and abuse of the holy name. They 
should receive warning and careful instruc- 
tion. They should be encouraged to love 
God too much to desire such misuse and 
abuse of His name. Experience teaches, 
however, that very few of these people 
will desire and take this good advice. 
Nearly all will dislike or hate the person 
that loves them enough to try to save 
them from the dangerous habit and draw 
them nearer to God. The way to be a 
man pleaser is to say nothing about it, 
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A LOFTIER RACE 


These things shall be,—a loftier race 
Than e’er the world hath known 
shall rise 
With flame of freedom in their souls, 
And light of knowledge in their 
eyes. 


They shall be gentle, 
strong 
To spill no drop of blood, but dare 
All that may plant man’s lordship 
firm, 
On earth, and fire, and sea, and 


brave, and 


alr. 


Nation with nation, land with land, 
Unarmed shall live as comrades 
free; 
In every heart and brain shall throb 
The pulse of one fraternity. 


New arts shall bloom of loftier 
mould, 
And mightier music thrill the 
skies, 
And every life shall be a song, 
When all the earth is paradise. 


—J. Addington Symonds. 


neither in sermons nor in private conver- 
sation; but this allows the devil to work 
unmolested and to gain one victory after 
another, changing lambs into wolves. 


What is true of sins against the third 
commandment is true of all sins; until peo- 
ple are truly converted to God they will 
dislike or hate the man that loves them 
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enough to warn them and try to save them 
from their sins. The true, Christian sol- 
dier will rather save souls than have every- 
body speak well of him. Now we may 
understand more clearly, why Jesus says 
in the words of our text, “Woe unto you, 
when all men shall speak well of you.” 


The words of Jesus make it plain, that 
only such ministers as are not men pleasers 
should fill our pulpits, only such as love 
God and man enough to warn against sins 
and to be anxious to have the people saved 
from their sins. Here we come to an im- 
portant question. 


What are Church governments doing to 
have in their pulpits only such as are not 
man pleasers? When all members vote for 
or against a minister, will they elect and 
support the man pleaser or the minister 
that has a Christian love for them and is 
anxious to have them saved? We know of 
a Church government that gives a minister 
a chance to be not a man pleaser, to serve 
well and continue to serve well without 
being a man pleaser. The bishop places 
him, he says what he ought to say and 
calls sinners to repentance till he is placed 
elsewhere. He can fearlessly fight against 
the lion and save the sheep. He can 
speak and do what is pleasing to God, and 
no average Church members can vote him 
out and vote a man pleaser in. Whatever 
may be said against other rules of the de- 
nomination referred to above, their rule 
for placing and replacing a minister is a 
good one, 


All denominations should make it easy 
for all their ministers to say and do care- 
fully and fearlessly what God wants them 
to say and do, and no one should be per- 
mitted to inflict punishment for such sery- 
ice or to put such servants of God out of 
office. 
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1935 
SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 


FEBRUARY 4: 
Tohickon—St. John’s, Rev. Alfred N. 
Sayres, Lansdale, Pa. 
Goshenhoppen—Pennsburg, Rev. M. D. 
Slifer, Pennsburg, Pa. 


FEBRUARY 5: 
Lancaster—Second, Rev. 8S. Chas. Hoo- 
ver, 1521 Green St., Harrisburg, Pa. 
Lehigh—St. Paul’s, Rev. E. Elmer Sen- 
senig, 399 KE, Hamilton St., Allentown, 
Penna. 
West Ohio—First, Rev. Clarence E. Sit- 
ler, 210 Miami St., Piqua, Ohio. 
Allegheny—St. Luke’s, Rev. John Bor- 
ger, 315 Camp Ave., Braddock, Pa. 
North Carolina—Emanuel, Rev. Kendall 
B. Shoffner, 19 Williams St., Thomas- 
ville, N. C. 
Carlisle—Trinity, Mr. Jos. Darlington, 
Seety., New Bloomfield, Pa. 
Fort Wayne (7.30 P. M.) Cross, Rev. 
John L. Conrad, 356 W. Water St., Berne, 
Ind. 
Kentucky—St. Luke’s, Rev. Walter F. 
Lahr, 504 Maple St., Jeffersonville, Ind. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. Lloyd BE. Coblentz, D.D., from Rock- 
ledge, Fla., to 889 Claremore Road, West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 
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BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Yesterday we had snow and then steady 
showers all day long. Showers of blessing 
they were. During the past week we have 
had a fair number of contributions shower- 
ed upon us for the salary fund. They 
came as follows: Mrs. Edith H. Rohrer, 
$5; Missionary Society, Shenkel Church, 
per Mrs. J. Hunter Geigley, $5; and $2 
from 8. 8. Class No. 1, Lewisburg, Pa., per 
Mrs. I. W. Noll, treasurer. Total to date 
$274.50. Thanks for one and all. Please 
make all checks payable to Rev. Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. 


Our Foreign Mission Number will be 
issued next week. 

We regret to report that Rev. Dr. 
Zwingli Yearick, of Bethlehem, is in the 
hospital with a broken hip caused by a 
fall. 


The Rev. 
John W. Gilds, 


Riegelsville, 
Pa., whose 
obituary 
appeared in the 
“Messenger” 
of Jan. 17 


“JESUS SHALL REIGN WHER’ER THE 
“SUN” 


(Memory Hymn for February) 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does His successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 


To Him shall endless prayers be made, 

And endless praises crown His head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With every morning sacrifice. 


People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 


Blessings abound where’er He reigns; 
The joyful prisoner bursts his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blest. 


Where He displays His healing power, 
Death and the curse are known no more; 
In Him the tribes of Adam boast 

More blessings than their father lost. 


Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honors to our King; : 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud Amen. 


—Isaac Watts, 1719 
—Heinrich C. Zeuner, 1832 
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East Ohio Classis will meet in Annual 
Sessions in Israel Church, Paris, O., Feb. 
18, at 1.30 P. M., Rev. D. A. Sellers, 
Robertsville, O., pastor. 

Our old friend, Mr. Aaron Bushong, of 
St. Paul’s, Woodstock, Va., is again able 
to attend his Church regularly, after his 
serious illness. 

Mrs. Bertha H. Laftner, who has spent 
the last 15 years in the family of Rev. 
and Mrs. David Lockart, Myerstown, Pa., 
and who is an aunt of Mrs. Lockart, cele- 
brated her 75th birthday on Jan. 13. 

“The Aerolith’ is the name of the 
newsy monthly published by the young 
people of Hope Church, Phila., Dr. J. M. 
G. Darms, pastor. It is an artistic piece 
of work, and shows the activity of Hope’s 
young folks. 

In the Union Week of Prayer services 
conducted by our three congregations in 
Washington, D. C., Dr. J. D. Buehrer 
spoke in Concordia Church, Dr. H. H. 
Ranck in First Church, and Rev. Charles 
Enders in Grace Church. 

With the removal of the Rev. Mr. L. S. 
Hegnauer, of Chicago, from the bounds 
of the Synod of the Mid-West, Rev. John 
W. Myers, pastor of the Milton Ave. 
Church, Louisville, Ky., Vice-President, 
becomes acting President until the meet- 
ing in Louisville, Sept. 16. 

On Saturday, Dec. 22, at 4 P. M., the 
Rev. Carl 'W. Smith, pastor of the Yukon 
Charge, was married to Miss Mildred C. 
Dellinger of Columbia, Pa., by the Rev. 
J. Edmund Lippy, York, Pa., a classmate 
of Rev. Mr. Smith. After the ceremony 
the couple motored to Yukon, where Mr. 
Smith resumed his duties as pastor. 


With a chorus of 65 voices, under the 
able direction of Rev. Samuel E. Lobach, 
pastor of Trinity Church, Waynesboro, 
Pa., the Passion Play is being produced 
for the second time. Brother Lobach’s 
ability and zeal in furthering the musi- 
cal interests of the community are much 
appreciated. 


We regret to report that on Jan. 15, 
Mrs. J. Lewis Fluck, wife of the Rev. 
Dr. J. Lewis Fluck, Myerstown, Pa., was 
seriously stricken by paralysis. She had 
partially recovered from an earlier fall 
and had taken Communion on Sunday, 
Jan. 13, in the Church in which she had 
been most faithful for 37 years. 


Wenrich’s Church of the Colonial Park 
Charge could use about 50 of the old edi- 
tion of the Hymnal, with notes. Perhaps 
some congregation would be glad to find 
a home for the style they discarded for 
the later edition. If there is such, we 
would be pleased to hear from them. 
Nevin W. Moyer, Linglestown, Pa. 


Receipts for “Dollar Day for our Home 
Missionaries” to January 19th amount to 
$20,550.81. This amount minus expenses 
for Home Mission Day, has been dis- 
tributed among the missionaries. If there 
is any more money for this object in any 
treasury, kindly forward it as soon as 
possible to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Home Missions, Dr. Wm. F. DeLong. 


A Committee of Franklin and Marshall 
College Alumni, consisting of Dr. Paul S. 
Leinbach, Hon. Wm. A. Schnader and 
Rey. Clayton H. Ranck, placed a wreath 
on the grave of Benjamin Franklin, one 
of the founders of the College, on the an- 
niversary of his birth, Jan. 17, at the old 
Christ Church Cemetery, 5th and Arch 
Sts., Philadelphia. 

Notice. The annual banquet of the 
Women’s Social Union of the Reformed 
Churches in Philadelphia and vicinity, will 
be held at McAllister’s, 1811 Spring Gar- 
den St., Thursday, Jan. 31, at 6.30 P. M. 
sharp. The speaker will be Rev. Austen 
Kennedy deBlois, D.D., president of the 
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. The 
program will be interesting and entertain- 
ing. 

Special programs were presented in 
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A PRACTICAL SLOGAN 


A “Messenger” Endowment is an 
endowment for the benefit of every 
Board, agency and institution of the 
Reformed Church, 


—Now and Then. 


celebration of Christmas in the 3 
Churches of Manchester, Md., Charge. Of- 
fering for Hoffman Home was $37.19 and 
for Nazareth Home $10. The pastor, Dr. 
John §. Hollenbach, preached on “Christ- 
mas Pilgrims’ at the Union Service in 
the Lutheran Church on Christmas Eve. 
Union Week of Prayer was observed by 
the Churches of Manchester. 


The Reformed Churches of Canton and 
vicinity are having Dr. E. G. Homrig- 
hausen, of Indianapolis, in Canton on 
Sunday, Jan. 27. He will speak in the 
First Church at 10 A. M. and in Trinity 
Church at 7.30 P. M., at a great mass 
meeting of all the Reformed Churches of 
Canton and vicinity. His subject will be 
“The Significance of Europe for Us as 
Christians’’. 

The “Bulletin” of Grace Church, Jean- 
nette, Pa., Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, pastor, 
calls attention. to editorials and articles 
in the “Messenger” that all fathers and 
mothers should read. Such references are 
a great help. The Communion in Grace 
Chureh was celebrated Jan. 13, morning 
and evening. The New Year has opened 
with a fine attendance. The Year Book 
of the congregation goes to press Feb. 1. 

Representative of 8 Church Schools of 
Tohickon Classis have planned the Third 
Leadership Training School to be held in 
Perkasie, beginning probably Feb. 25 and 
continuing for 10 weeks. Rev. Howard 
Obold was appointed Dean of the School; 
Rev. Fred D. Wentzel was present to assist 
in the organization. Last year the School 
‘had 116 enrolled. 


Rev. ‘W. H. Diehl, of Nazareth, Pa., 
Classical representative of the Board of 
Foreign Missions for Foreign Mission Day, 
reports that 80% of Hast Pennsylvania 
Classis is thoroughly organized for the 
observance of Foreign Mission Day. Lay- 
men speakers have visited or arranged to 
visit this portion of this large Classis. 
There has been received in cash and 
pledges from this Classis for this cause 
$8,000. 


Winter Communion was held Jan. 6 
at Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., with Rev. 
C. D. Rockel commencing the 14th year 
of his pastorate. Newly elected officers 
of Church and Sunday School were: Dr. 
C. BE. Levan, Supt. of S.-S., and Mr. A. 
S. Hicks, Treas. of the Church. Old Com- 
munion records have revealed perfect 
attendance for Miss Mary Lundergren for 
27 years, 26 years for Mr. and Mrs. W. B. 
Mentzer, 22 years for Mrs. B. F. Miller, 
and 21 years for Mr. Willard Ream— 
ever since his confirmation. 


We have just learned of the delightful 
evening program arranged recently by the 
First Church of Alliance, O., in celebra- 
tion of the silver wedding anniversary of 
their pastor and wife, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Ewald Sommerlatte. It was in the na- 
ture of a pleasant surprise and many spe- 
cial guests were invited, including Rev. 
and Mrs. John Sommerlatte of Lakewood, 
and Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Elshoff of Alli- 
ance. 


Rev. John B. Frantz, Woodstock, Va., 
reports very edifying Union Week of 
Prayer services, the ministers of the 6 
local Churches interpreting the 6 peti- 
tions of the Lord’s Prayer. It is fine to 
know the excellent co-operative spirit 
manifested. The Ministerial Association 
not only sponsored these services, but 
also other projects, including a Good Fri- 
day 3-hour service, a Rural Life program, 
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Community service on Summer Sunday 
evenings, a Union Thanksgiving service 
and a Leadership Training School. 

Rev. Alfred Nevin Sayres of Lansdale, 
will speak at a conference of the Bucks 
Co. 8S. 8S. Assoc. in St. Paul’s Church, Sel- 
lersville, on Thurs., Jan. 24, at 7.45 P. M. 

On Sunday evening, Jan. 13, the Dra- 
matic Club of First Church, Pottsville, Pa., 
Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, pastor, went to Ly- 
kens, Pa., and presented in Christ Church, 
Rev. Walter R. Hartzell, pastor, the Bibli- 
cal drama entitled “The Sin of Ahab,” to 
a Church filled with attentive people. The 
cast presented their parts with skill and 
good impersonation. This method of pre- 
senting the Bible leaves a wholesome ef- 
fect upon the audience and participants 
alike. 

A prominent layman in Washington, D. 
C., who sends a gracious word of praise for 
the “Messenger” and a word of deep re- 
gret for the passing of Dr. Frederick 
Lynch, adds: “I have always felt that a 
Church paper is just as necessary to keep 
one up-to-date on religious subjects as the 
daily paper is to keep one informed on the 
topics of the day. It would be unthink- 
able to be without a daily paper, and it 
should be equally so for Church members 
to be without a Church paper.” Alas, why 
do so many Church families fail to see 
this? 

The annual congregational meeting of 
St. Stephen’s Church of Perkasie, Pa., Rev. 
Howard Obold, pastor, was held Jan. 9. 
The standard of the work has been main- 
tained; total expenditures for the year 
amounting to $9,065, of which $2,241 was 
for benevolence. The apportionment was 
91% paid. In spite of the increasing num- 
ber indifferent in regular Church attend- 
ance, the pastor expressed appreciation of 
the fine loyalty of his fellow-workers. 
Messrs. H. I. Moyer, W. W. Crouthamel, 
H. H. Moll and Amandus Hoot were elect- 
ed elders; Dr. H. C. Moyer, Messrs. Wm. 
R. Sine, Albert Durner and R. 8. Roeder, 
deacons. 


Christmas services were held in Carroll- 
ton-Germano, O., Charge, Rev. H. N. Smith, 
pastor, on Dec. 23. The pageant, “The 
Pathway of Peace,” was presented. Offer- 
ing, $26.56, for the orphans. At Germano 
on Christmas Eve, “The Feast of Lights” 
was presented. Offering for the orphans 
at this time was $11.10. Seldom have we 
listened to services that we thought were 
more instructive than these two. This year 
Germano introduced duplex envelopes to 
gather its funds. Communion services were 
held Jan. 6 and 13, with attendance not 
up to average. Special services will be 
held at Carrollton Jan. 13 to 20. At both 
places we are preparing for an offering on 
Foreign Missionary Day. 


St. Paul’s Church School, Summit Hill, 
Pa., Rev. Edgar W. Kohler, pastor, re- 
elected Mr. Anthony Storch superintendent 
for the 40th year. He has served as a 
faithful and progressive leader of the 
school through all these years until the 
school has been developed to a state of 
efficiency that enables it to conduct a mod- 
ern program. Mr. Storch has always set 
an inspiring example to the young people 
of the Church School by his consistent 
and regular attendance at all services in 
the sanctuary. Mr. Storch has also served 
as a faithful and loyal elder of the Church 
for 30 years. 


St. John’s Charge, Red Lion, Pa., Rev. 
Oliver K. Maurer, pastor, started the new 
year with inspiring congregational meet- 
ings in both Churches. All reports showed 
the charge to be in a most wholesome and 
active condition. The membership, both 
as it pertains to the Church and the Sun- 
day School, is the largest in its history. 
Even in face of conditions the offering to 
the orphans was the largest ever. The 
pastor’s annual report was enthusiastically 
received and carried pertinent suggestions 
for the future. Of special interest is the 
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setting up of a “Life’s Clinic” which means 
the pastor has set apart specific hours each 
week for consulting with those who have 
personal problems. Already a number have 
availed themselves of the opportunity af- 
forded them through the Clinic. 


The annual meeting of St. Mark’s 
Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. Henry J. Her- 
ber, pastor, showed a successful year. 
Among the statistics were: Accessions, 
69, of whom 389 were confirmed; com- 
muned, 954; baptized, 37; marriages, 18; 
funerals, 34; average S. S. attendance, 
892; paid on apportionment, $2,877.88; 
paid on debt, $1,300; paid on other be- 
nevolence, $663. D. J. Leopold has served 
25 years as S. S. Supt. Mr. Wayne Moody 
was elected elder, A. W. Loser and Adam 
Gensler deacons. Communion is celebrated 
on Jan. 20. Preparations are on for the 
50th anniversary celebration of the Sun- 
day School, Feb. 27-Mar. 38. Dr. I. Calvin 
Fisher, pastor emeritus, is preparing a 
valuable history of the school. 


A pill is to be presented to the Mary- 
land State Legislature abolishing compul- 
sory military training in Md. colleges as 
a result of a mass meeting held in Mt. Ver- 
non Place M. E. Church, Baltimore, on Jan. 
8. Dr. Albert Edward Day presided and 
addresses were made by Rev. T. Guthrie 
Speers, Chaplain F. C. Reynolds, Prof. Wil- 
liam R. Barnhart, Attorney Reuben Oppen- 
heimer and Rabbi A. V. Goodman, of Cum- 
berland, Md. Prof. Barnhart spoke as an 
educator and stated that military training 
produces “mental robots” and that the 
aim of education is “to teach men to think 
and not to fight.” He declared, ‘“Peace- 
time conscription is unAmerican, undemo- 
cratic, anti-educational, wasteful and un- 
Christian.” All Marylanders are urged to 
use their influence for the support of this 
bill. 


In Grace Church, Washington, D. D., 
Dr. Henry H. Ranck, pastor, 10 new mem- 
bers were added at the Communion ser- 
vices Jan. 13. The Mothers’ Class has 
placed a fine pulpit lamp in memory of 
Mrs. Ranck, who, as the ladies truly 
said, was ‘‘eyes for the pastor, especially 
in his ocular troubles of a few years 
ago.” Life membership in the W. M. S. 
were established for Misses Hassler and 
Heffner by their S. S. classes. Other 
life memberships in the local society were 
held by Mrs. Althouse, Mrs. Apple, Miss 
Main, Miss Hazel Redding, Mrs. Shook, 
Mrs. C. S. Thomas, and Mrs. Ranck. A 
Church Institute is planned by the 3 
local congregations of our denomination 
on the evenings of Jan. 28, 29 and 30. 


At least $5 a week can be saved by any 
Church that customarily uses a four-page 
bulletin each week. The Layman Com- 
pany, the tithing organization at 730 
Rush St., Chicago, offers this saving when 
using their four-page bulletin. Two pages 
are printed with a Stewardship message, 
and two pages are left blank for local 
announcements. The company suggests 
that Churches conduct a 5 weeks’ or 10 
weeks’ course of tithe education by us- 
ing its bulletins, which are offered at a 
nominal sum. If offers a sample set 
containing 32 different tithing tracts at 
20 cents. Please mention the ‘Messen- 
ger’, also give your denomination. The 
Layman Co., 730 Rush St., Chicago. 


Our Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. David 
Lockart, pastor, has suffered a heavy loss 
in the death of two of its active members. 
Mr. George D. Coover spent most of his 
life in Myerstown as a printer and pub- 
lished for years a local paper, “The Enter- 
prise.’ For some years he served as an 
officer of the congregation, was a weekly 
attendant at the services of the Church 
and was liberal in his support of its work. 
He passed away on Dec. 28, 1934. Mr. 
William M. Olwine taught school for 42 
years in one-roomed school houses in the 
vicinity of Myerstown and was retired 
about 18 months ago. For 21 years he 


was a member of the Board of Trustees 
and superintendent of the Junior Depart- 
ment of the Sunday School. A_ skillful 
penman and bookkeeper, he labored dili- 
gently on the business affairs of his con- 
gregation. Mr. Olwine entered into rest 
on Jan. 15. 


The congregation of St. John’s Church, 
40th and Spring Garden Sts., Phila., last 
served by the late Rev. Robert O’Boyle, 
has authorized its Consistory to “enter 
into agreement for union of St. John’s 
with the First Church, 50th and Locust 
Sts.” At the annual Congregational Meet- 
ing of the “Old First,’ Rev. G. H. Gebhardt, 
pastor, on Jan. 14, an action was unani-. 
mously passed, extending a “hearty wel- 
come to St. John’s congregation, and an- 
ticipating the consummation of this 
union with prayerful interest and sincere 
accord.’ The Committee of First Church 
consists of Harry HE. Hartman, Hardie G. 
Hain and Dr. Walter L. Obold. The fol- 
lowing officers, elected at the meeting, 
are to be installed Sunday morning, Jan. 
27: Elders, Geo. W. Hummel, and W. L. 
Obold, Ph.D.; deacons, Ken T. Crawford, 
G. Henry Derrickson and Russell H. 
Ross; trustee, Hardie G. Hain. 


Faith Church, York, Pa., the Rev. J. 
Edmund Lippy, pastor, enjoyed a series of 
inspiring services during the Christmas 
season. At a combined Church and Church 
School service on the morning of Dee. 23, 
the annual children’s program was pre- 
sented. The committee in charge was com- 
posed of Mrs. Harry Jamison, Mrs. John 
Creep, Mrs. George Lichty, Miss Julia 
Hershey, Miss Helen Hisenhour, and Miss 
Margie Thomas. At 7 P. M. of the same 
day, “Why the Chimes Rang” was effec- 
tively given by the Young People’s Dept. 
At the annual Candlelight Dawn service 
on Christmas morning, a program of old 
carols sung by the combined adult and 
young people’s choir of 30 voices, under the 
direction of Mrs. J. Edmund Lippy, was 
the best during the present pastorate. <A 
Candlelight Consecration service at 7 P. 
M., Dec. 30, brought the series to a fitting 
climax. The Church is now planning an 
equally interesting and helpful program 
for the Lenten and Easter season. 


The Phila. Alumni Association of 
Franklin and Marshall College held its 
annual banquet at the St. James Hotel, 
Jan. 17. Mr. Ed. Roberts, the President, 
was toastmaster, and addresses were 
made by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Editor of 
the “Messenger”; Robert Hood Bowers, 
President of the New York Alumni Asso- 
ciation; Hon. Wm. A. Schnader, former 
Attorney General of the State, and Pro- 
fessors Spotts and Kunkle, of the faculty 
of the College. Rev. Robert J. Pilgram, 
Alumni Secretary, showed his interest- 
ing films, revealing College activities. 
The attendance was the best in years. 
Greetings were sent to President Henry 
H. Apple and regret expressed that he 
could not be present, with gracious ap- 
preciations of his remarkable adminis- 
tration of College affairs for a quarter 
of a century. 


A very pleasant Christmas season was 
celebrated in Grace Chureh and School 
in Mount Carmel, Pa., Rev. Morgan A. 
Peters, minister. Cantatas and pageants 
formed the programs. The local Minis- 
terium, of which Rev. Mr. Peters is Presi- 
dent for the second year, conducted a 
week of Union services during the first 
week of January. This was followed. by 
nightly services in Grace Church the sec- 
ond week of January and Holy Commun- 
ion was celebrated Sunday, Jan. 13. The 
annual congregational business meeting 
was held on the 14th of January. The 
usual routine of business was transacted 
and the old officers were all re-elected. 
Rey. Mr. Peters has arranged for special 
evening services during February, when 
visiting men of different professions will 
deliver the addresses which will be as 
follows: Feb. 3, “Medicine and _ Re- 
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ligion”’; Feb. 10, “Law and Religion”; 
Feb. 17, “Education and Religion”; Feb. 
24, “Business and Religion”. 


Salem Church, Campbelltown, Pa., Rev. 
Carl W. Isenberg, pastor, closed a very 
profitable year at the congregational 
meeting, Friday evening, Jan. 11. The 
treasurers of the several organizations 
reported balanced budgets and _ the 
Church announces with much joy that 
the apportionment is paid in full. Their 
generosity is an axpression of their feel- 
ing of loyalty to the Church and the 
causes which the Church represents. They 
respond “as God hath prospered them’, 
and the pastor is convinced that there 
will be no great giving until the mem- 
bers “first give their own selves to the 
Lord”. The choir has been doing splen- 
did work under the efficient leadership of 
Mrs. Elsie Schuchman. The organist, 
Miss Helen Flickinger, has been study- — 
ing under Dr. Harry Sykes for 2 years, 
which has had a wonderful effect on the 
entire service. The choir lately pur- 
chased gowns and presented a beautiful 
silk one to the pastor. With such things 
accomplished, the New Year is antici- 
pated with a vision of even greater 
things. ; 


Rev. William Y. Gebhard, M.A., pastor | 

of East Vincent Church, Ridge Rd., 
Phoenixville, Pa., and Mrs. Gebhard have 
prepared a pamphlet of Bible readings 

for each day in the year for distribution 
among members of the congregation, this 

being the first step in execution of plan 

for personal evangelism for 1935. Coin 
cards designed to win co-operation of : 
members of the Sunday School in the 

plan to liquidate debt of Foreign Mission 
Board have been distributed in the 3 
departments of the Sunday School and 

will be emphasized each Sunday until 

Feb. 6 members of the Sunday School 
have entered stewardship contest this 
year; 9 workers’ conferences held during 
1934 and second measurement of school, 
according to standard B, was completed. 
Each department and organization of the 
Church and Sunday School closed 1934 
with a balance in the treasury. All of- 
ficers of Church and Sunday School elect- 
ed at last meeting of the congregation 
were installed into office at a special 
“covenant service’ on Jan. 13. 


In Klemme, Iowa, the Rev. Calvin 
Grosshuesch, pastor, the Christmas festi- 
val was celebrated in the regular man- 
ner, with a large congregation celebrat- 
ing the Lord’s Supper at the morning 
service. The children’s program was pre- 
sented in the evening, at which time the : 
offering was designated for the Orphan 
Home in Fort Wayne. The Church School — = 
is departmentalized, and is headed by a 7 
staff of capable leaders under the direc- as 
tion of the pastor. A board elected oe 
the congregation administers the affa irs 
of the School. A unique accomplishme 
in music is the fact that three choir 
maintained in this Church. One 
mixed choir under the direction of ] 
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mond Barz, a former Mission House stu- 
dent. Another is a men’s choir directed 
by Miss Ethel Barz. The third is a junior 
choir directed by Miss Mabel Schuldt. 
These choirs took part in the Christmas 
program. The Watch Night service was 
turned over to the young people, who 
gave a series of plays and skits. The an- 
nual meeting of the congregation was 
held on Jan. 1. In spite of its location 
in a small village, this Church has stead- 
ily increased its Church School attend- 
ance, until today there are over 400 en- 
rolled, of whom over one-half are adults. 


In Trinity, Mormon Coulee, Wis., Esra 
R. Vornholt, pastor, the Christmas 
season was ushered in with a series of 
special Advent sermons by the pastor. 
On the Sunday before the holiday, the 
choir presented “Good Will to Men”, a 
dramatic cantata. Mrs. Henry Hintgen, 
president of the Ladies’ Society, and Mr. 
Joseph Johns, one of the consistory, play- 
ing the leading roles. Two boys of the 
confirmation class took the parts of the 
young Roman and Jewish lads in the 
play. The other characters were drawn 
from the young people’s group. The inci- 
dental music was rendered from an 
ante-room, which made the piece very 
effective. On Christmas Day, in spite of 
real Wisconsin winter weather, a large 
congregation came to the Lord’s Table in 
the morning. In the evening, the chil- 
dren of the school presented their annual 
program. This was divided into two 
parts, secular and sacred. A _ playlet, 
“Stanta Claus, Inc.”, was given, with two 
choir members taking the major parts. 
The children in costumes made a fine 
setting for the tree, which is an im- 
portant feature of our Christmas pro- 
grams. The offering was for the Orphans’ 
Home in Fort Wayne. On New Year’s 
Eve, Adjt. Whitworth, of the Salvation 
Army, together with some of his ‘‘sol- 
diers”, were the guests of the congrega- 
tion at a Watch Night service. Gifts of 
food were brought for distribution to the 
needy by the Army. The annual meeting 
was held Jan. 13, following a fellowship 
dinner in the basement. The treasurer 
reported all bills paid and a balance in 
the treasury. A notable increase in be- 
nevolent giving marked the year for us. 
The average per member for 1933 was 67 
cents; for 1934, $1.47. This increase is 
not because of the greater material pros- 
perity of the farmer, but because of a 
greater spiritual prosperity. A decided 
forward step was the inclusion of the 
Church School, with all its branches, and 
the choir, in the congregational budget. 

At Trinity Church, Mercersburg, Pa., 
Harrison Lerch, Jr., pastor, the Christ- 
mas season proved very successful. The 
morning of Dec. 16 the pastor preached 
a Christmas sermon; in the evening the 
Junior Choir presented a Christmas 
In the midst of 
an uunsually beautiful candle-light set- 
ting the young boys and girls of the 
choir marched in wearing their new 
maroon gowns and white surplices. Their 
fine appearance and their splendid sing- 
ing created an atmosphere which lasted 
throughout the holiday season. More than 
250 people attended this Vesper Service. 
Parties for the children were given by 
the girls of Miss Louise Zeger’s class, by 
the Daughters of Trinity class and by 
the teachers of the Primary Dept. The 
Sunday morning service on Dec. 23 was 
given over to the Senior Choir, which 
presented a Carol Service. Christmas 
Eve a program was given by the chil- 
dren of the S. S., and as usual drew a 
large crowd of parents and friends. At 
11.30 that same night a special midnight 
service was held. This took the place of 
the customary dawn service on Christ- 
mas morning, and was well attended. 


Vocal music and the telling of Henry Van 
Dyke's 


“The Mansion’, by the pastor, 
the features of the program. The 
preached at one of the Union Week 
Prayer services held the first week of 
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January. The closing service was held 
in the chapel of Mercersburg Academy, 
with Dr. Cleland B. McAfee as the preach- 
er. Annual promotion Sunday was Jan. 
6. Those promoted from the Primary to 
the Junior Dept. were: Jane Gluck, Doris 
Hawbaker, Ethel Houpt, Jean Weller, 
Harold Byron, Henry Heefner, Dandridge 
Murdaugh, Noble Peck, Clyde Palmer and 
Charles Zeger. Those promoted from the 
Junior to the Senior Dept. were: Helen 
Hamilton, Anna Hoch, Mary M. House, 
Eleanor Jacobs, Janet Jacobs, Mable 
Divelbiss, Mildred McCulloh, Margaret 
Overcash, Charlotte Statler, Jared Brown, 
Paul Drury, Jack Fallon, Nolan Myers, 
Jr., Robert Oyler and Grey Wyman. Holy 
Communion service on Jan. 13 was well 
attended. “Education and Y. P. Day” was 
observed the next Sunday with a special 
service. Dr. J. E. D. Murdaugh, of Mer- 
cersburg Academy, gave an address on 
“The Value of Education’, and two of 
the Y. P. Society officers, Miss Jane House 
and Mr. Paul Zeger, assisted in the ser- 
vice. 


TRANSATLANTIC ECHOES 
By Herbert W. Horwill 

London, England—-At a recent session 
of the Church Assembly one of the liveli- 
est debates was on a motion that a com- 
mittee be appointed to consider the advis- 
ability of fixing a compulsory age of re- 
tirement for bishops and clergy. Its pro- 
poser, Canon Fosbrooke, declared that in- 
cumbents, as a class, were very prone to 
exaggerate their own  indispensability. 
Many an aged incumbent he said who 
liked to talk sentimentally about the 
number of people he had baptized, mar- 
ried and buried would get the shock of 
his life if he heard the unedited opinions 
of such parishioners as had escaped his 
final ministrations. These long-continued 
incumbencies were holding up the work of 
the Church and were the cause of numbers 
of young people being lost to it through 
neglect. The motion received strong sup- 
port from Lord Hugh Cecil who spoke of 
these aged incumbents as lying like a 
blight on the spiritual life of the Church. 

On the other hand, Canon Deane main- 
tained that a man’s age did not really de- 
pend on his years. He believed that few 
clergy, on the whole, persisted in holding 
on when incapacitated. It was not true 
that they were keeping out younger men. 
There were far too many young priests 
being put into livings before they had 
had enough experience as assistant clergy. 
In the end, the motion was carried in a 
modified and much less drastic form. The 
consideration of the question was referred 
to an existing committee, that on Ecclesi- 
astical Duties, and the compulsory retire- 
ment suggested was to apply only to 
“bishops and elergy of the future”. The 
Anglican correspondent of the “Man- 
chester Guardian” thinks it will not be 
very long before some such system is 
adopted, but that the retiring age will be 
fixed later than in other callings, owing 
to the longevity of the clergy as a body. 

Restriction of Betting—The Betting 
and Lotteries Bill, in the form in which it 
has now become law, is far from satis- 
factory to those representatives of the 
Churehes who have taken an active part 
in its discussion. They regret especially 
the permission it gives to the use of the 
totalisator on dog-racing tracks, and the 
Government’s withdrawal of the section 
suppressing betting pools on football or 
other sport results. On the other hand, the 
opponents of gambling made their influ- 
ence felt on several points. The battle 
royal took place on the proposal to estab- 


lish State lotteries, which was heavily de- 


feated. Moreover, the prohibition of the 
publication of lottery results is a substan- 
tial gain. The long lists, in the newspa- 
pers, of prize-winners in the Irish Hos- 
pital Sweep, for instance, have been a 
great incitement to gambling, and these 
will heneeforth disappear. Another suc- 
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Christ Church, Bath, Pa., has for 
sale 50 fine old pews 71% feet long 
each. Top rails in black walnut. 
Immediate sale. Pews in wonder- 
ful condition. 


cess was the securing of a certain amount 
of loeal option in connection with the es- 
tablishment of greyhound racing tracks, 
in spite of the attempts of the racing in- 
terests to establish a central Betting Con- 
trol Board. 

Notes and News—The Rev. Dr. Marshall 
Buchanan Lang is Moderator-designate of 
the Church of Scotland General Assem- 
bly. Accordingly, when he has entered 
on his office next May, two brothers will 
be the heads of the Church of England 
and the Church of Scotland respectively. 

. The Rey. Leyton Richards suggests 
that the Church should have a Foreign 
Office no less than the state. What is 
needed, he thinks, is a kind of cabinet, 
drawn from the various Churches, whose 
function it should be to serutinize inter- 
national affairs from a Christian stand- 
point and to enunciate policies which the 
Churches could commend to statesmen. 
Further, he would enlarge the conception 
of Christian missions to include a kind of 
ambassadorial service by which the , 
Churches of every land would be officially 
represented in the capitals of all other 
lands. ... The Bishop of Warrington en- 
dorses the opinion of the Bishop of As- 
sam that, until the English bishops ecom- 
bine and declare that every priest who is 
physically fit should spend at least five 
years in foreign service, the Church of 
England will never really become a mis- 
sionary Church. . . . This year’s exhibi- 
tion of the Society of Parson Painters con- 
tains more than 100 pictures, shown by 
31 elerical artists. It is noted that among 
them there is not a single Church interior. 
Most of them are holiday memories or 
products of afternoons snatched from 
parochial work. . . . For the benefit of 
visitors, the Methodist Publishing House 
is issuing a Methodist map of London, in 
which every Methodist Chureh, hall, or 
departmental office is marked by a num- 
ber printed in red, with a corresponding 
index. 

Obiter Dicta—The modern scientifie con- 
ception of the “reign of law”, says Alfred 
Noyes, is immensely in the debt of the 
sublime religious intuition which saw the 
whole universe moving in accordance with 
one supreme Will. ... According to Dr. 
S. C. Carpenter, Dean-designate of Exeter, 
we want a good scientific analysis of the 
prophetie consciousness. There is a psy- 
chology of crowds, of infants, of mon- 
archs, of professors, of cricketers. Why 
not of prophets? ... For the Christian, 
declares Ernest Jeffs, there is, in a sense, 
no such thing as duty. No commanded 
duty, painfully obeyed, is the mainspring 
of Christian conduct. What turns a man 
into a Christian is his free impulse to be 
to all men what God in Christ has been 
to him. ... I ask of God, says the Rev. 
A. E. Whitham, no magie wand with 
which to change lives. I look for a spade, 
rather, to deepen and clear the water- 
courses, that kind heaven may fill them— 
God’s river full of water. ... The way into 
a real religion, declares Dr. James Reid, 
does not come by examining the way we 
think, but the way we live. 

New Books in England—Prof. FE. O. 
James, of Leeds University, has completed 
a work entitled “Old Testament in the 
Light of Anthropology” (8S. P. C. K.).... 
“Orphans and Greek Religion” (Methuen), 
by W. K. C. Guthrie, approaches the sub- 
ject from the point of view of classical 
scholarship. . .. “The Conflict of the 
Church and the Synagogue” (Soncino 
Press), by James Parkes, is a study in 
the origins of anti-Semitism. ... “The 
Church of God” (8S. P. C. K.), with a 
preface by the Bishop of Truro, is an 
Anglo-Russian symposium, by members of 
the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. 
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Sergius. ... The Rev. A. E. Baker’s 
“Prophets for an Age of Doubt” (Centenary 


Press) includes essays on Job, Socrates, 
Pascal, and Newman... . “Pillars of the 
English Church” (Mowbray) is a collec- 
tion of ‘broadcast addresses on noted 
Churchmen by Canon Deane, Dean Car- 
penter, Prof. Raven, and Prebendary 


Mackay... . “What is This Christianity?” 
(Hodder), by Dr. E. S. Woods, Bishop 
of Croydon, is commended as just the book 
to put into the hands of any thoughtful 
youth troubled with religious doubts... 
In “Govan Calling” (Methuen) the Rev. 
George F. Macleod, one of the younger 
ministers of the Church of Scotland, has 
collected several of his broadcast sermons 
and addresses. ... The life of “Donald 
Fraser of Livingston” (Hodder), writen 
by his widow, records the career of one 
who was not only a great African mis- 
sionary but leader of the Forward Move- 
ment in the Chureh of Scotland. ... Let- 
terpress and drawings combine to make 
“Wamous London Churehes” (Skeffington), 
by GC. B. Mortlock and Donald Maxwell, an 
attractive volume, 


A LETTER OF THANKS 


Christmas has come and gone. It had 
its joys and its sorrows—its happiness and 
its disappointments. The 193 little color- 
ed boys and girls who attended the Christ- 
mas dinner were the happiest group you 
ever saw. They forgot for a while their 
wretched condition and lived briefly in the 
Fairyland of their dreams. They entered 
the building, which was all decorated with 
the bright colors of the season. They saw 
the long looked for toys of all kinds and 
clothing hung on the wall, bags of candy, 
oranges, apples and bananas. They were 
bewildered and seemed to dwell altogether 
in a different atmosphere, which was in- 
deed a reality. They came ragged and 
dirty and gave all symptoms of undernour- 
ishment. Seventy-eight were seated at the 
first table. We found the rest so eager, 
it seemed a pity to have them wait until 
the first table had finished, so we began 
serving on their laps. There was perfect 
quietness and they behaved as becomingly 
as if they had come from well regulated 
homes. In my experience as a teacher for 
35 years I’ve found that the children of 
our group, even those who do not come 
from homes of training, seem to think that 
when they go to Church and school it’s 
their duty to be quiet and obedient and 
so give very little trouble. The teacher 
and preacher of our group have always 
been considered as the natural leaders of 
the race. A man came and brought his 
four children; his wife died 3 years ago 
and he is acting both mother and father. 
I had given clothing already so they could 
come. There were 8 older people, one of 
them a preacher who had a stroke of par- 
alysis and is unable to have a Chureh, so 
he lives here and there. He is a fine old 
gentleman, of remarkable memory and in- 
telligence. He offered a very feeling pray- 
er before the children ate their dinner, 
An old lady of 80 years enjoyed her din- 
ner also. She is alone, and lives with 
another old lady. This woman, “Aunt 
Lizzie,’ as she is known, is often found 
eating from garbage pails at the back 
door of a boarding-house where she served 
as cook in her younger days. Some of the 
children were bare-footed, und shoes were 
given or purchased for many. One dear 
little fellow four and one-half years of age 
came and brought his little sister of nearly 
3. They had on rubbers tied on their lit- 
tle feet with strings because they were too 
large. They were late and we heard some 
one erying and went out and found him 
trying to pull his sister’s little feet from 
the mud hole. There was a_flash-light 
picture made of them, but is not quite 
good enowgh for a cut to be made of it, 
so all our friends could see this hungry 
crowd. 

After the dinner was served, the pres- 
ents, clothing, etc., were given out. They 
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departed with jubilant faces, glad hearts 
and arms full. They went home, yes! 
home, and such a home! Perhaps no fire, 
and of course often no food. Just a hovel. 
Mothers came and I saw one mother that 
could not resist the temptation of sharing 
the food on her little girl’s plate. ‘We of 
course gave her a plate also. 

I want to express my thanks and appre- 
ciation to my friends for their generous 
response to my appeal, for your assistance 
helped to make the service complete and 
gave the children clothing for their thinly 
clad bodies, as well as toys, candy, ete., to 
make them happy. If Kentucky was as 
fortunate as Pennsylvania, to have an or- 
ganization that looks well to the care of 
unfortunate children, there would not be 
the terrible suffering that exists. So many 
are neglected, and there seems no limita- 
tion to their power of human endurance. 
I wonder sometimes how these children of 
“sorrow acquainted with grief” “suffer in 
silence” and do not murmur or complain. 
When asked, “Are you cold?” the reply 
usually is, “Not much!” “Are you hun- 
gry?” “A little bit.” They seem to keep 
back their real feeling. The topie of con- 
servation among the white group is, “Do 
the negroes suffer much? They seem cheer- 
ful and seem to make a way even against 
odds. They do not seem to suffer like the 
poor class of whites, and manage to get 
along somehow.” JI learned this from one 
of their own group. If I could have been 
there in person, I would have answered 
each question to my own satisfaction and 
no doubt to their surprise. 

In the first place, the Negro race sur- 
passes all other races in patience and pow- 
er of endurance. The experience of 250 
years as slaves taught the Negroes three 
distinct virtues: patience or forbearance, 
the power of endurance, and faith in God; 
and these are the elements of his nature. 
If he is jobless, he goes on, suffers in 
silence, and is hopeful that “God will pro- 
vide.” So day by day he is hungry, de- 
spondent yet hopeful. He lives as long as 
he can and when death comes, he resigns 
himself and calls on his God to forgive 
and take him home to Heaven. Because 
the Negro possesses these virtues so nec- 
essary to him, is it right that he should be 
neglected and not given a chance in life 
to be a progressive citizen? Is it right 
that through the channels of segregation 
and ostracism he must transmit to his chil- 
dren the same imposed disposition? Is it 
right and Christian that, just because he 
must daily run against these hardened 
walls of adversity, disadvantages and pre- 
judice, he must be forced to always suffer 
these, just because he can endure? Does 
it not reduce his desire to be a real pros- 
perous citizen? Does it give him the 
proper idea of real home life and family 
pride? All races should be considered as 
born “free and equal.” Does this not ap- 
ply to the Negro race? 

I visited Northfield Conference one sum- 
mer and saw the student body of Mt. Her- 
mon School for boys attend the service. I 
noticed one dark boy in the group, dressed 
in his native costume, and in making in- 
quiries as to why ‘he did not dress as an 
American like the rest, I was told that 
he feared if he dressed accordingly or if 
he discarded his native dress he would be 
mistaken for a Negro. He was from India. 
So all races feel and know that its a tre- 
mendous disadvantage to be an American 
Negro. The question is asked, does Chris- 
tian America feel the weight of this criti- 
cism or does she feel honored that she is 
able to draw such a rigid distinction among 
her citizens who fight in war and suffer in 
peace? 


I want my friends who have so gener- 
ously responded with toys, clothing and 
the funds for the dinner, to feel that they 
made this service possible. The donations 
of clothing made comfortable a_ great 
many. There were some who did not re- 
ceive, but I distributed with care and 
precaution all that came to me, filling the 
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NEW BOOKS 


FAITH THAT PROPELS 
. . . A NEW BOOK 
By G. Ray Gordon 


Today, more than ever before, 
there is the need for a vital reli- 
gious faith that makes people 
Christlike in their every-day mode 
of living. 

In this series of sermons Dr. 
Jordan presents religion not mere- 
ly as an indispensable necessity. 
Rather, he urges sincere and earn- 
est inquiry that will lead profes- 
sors of Christianity to a faith that 
actually directs them in their 
every-day living. 


. THE SERMONS . 
I. Why Be Good? 
If. Character or Chaos 
Ill. Is There A Moral Standard? 
IV. Brush Aside the Unessentials! 
V. The Nobler Selfishness 
VI. The Only Way to Defeat Evil 
VII. Your Religion — A Load or A 
Lift? 
- The Margin of Surprise 
IX. Is Religion Excess Baggage? 
X. What Religion Will Never Out- 
grow 
XI. The Failure of Proof 
XII. Are You Enjoying Your Religion? 
Making Religion Real 
- Religion (or Ruin!) 
XY. The World’s Progress — What 
Next? 


Price, $1.50, Postpaid 


TOWARD THE SUNRISING 
; A NEW BOOK 
By Dr. B. H. Bruner 


The Bible still furnishes an in- 
exhaustible mine of themes for 
preaching to the needs of twen- 
tieth-century congregations. 


In this series of fresh, interest- 
ing sermons Dr. Bruner has avyail- 
ed himself of the treasure store of 
characters which loom large on 
the broad canvas of Biblical his- 
tory. 


Themes and texts are aptly 
chosen —— and the sermoniec de- 
velopments are rich in effective 
illustrations, and pertinent appli- 
pa to the day in which we 
ive. 


I. The Sunset of an Old Faith 
II. The Glory of the Sunrise 
III. ‘The Sunset of Selfishness 
IV. Victory at Sunrise 
V. The Sunset of a City 
VI. A Sunrise Without Clouds 
VII. The Sunset of War 
- The Sunrise of Justice 
IX. The Sunset of Wickedness 
X. Those Who Fear the Sunrise 
XI. The Sunrise of Righteousness 
XII. Beyond the Sunset 
. Toward the Sunrising 


Price, $1.50, Postpaid 
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needs of those who were most destitute. 
There is always “an open door” to fill a 
need for clothing, so send at any time or 
season. May God bless you all; and I hope 
you feel half the joy in sending as these 
feel in receiving. I want to thank also 
the Editor of the “Messenger” for liberal 
space which helps to broadcast our S. O. S. 
eall. 
Yours in His Service for His People, 


—Mrs. H. M. Wolfe. 
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ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 


The following non-Biblical quotations, 
which appeared recently on the Bulletin 
Board of Grace Church, Washington, D. C., 
Dr, H. H. Ranck, pastor, furnish food for 
thought: 

“O wretched mortals! 
—Leonardo Da Vinci. 

“The sin of sins is scorn.’—Dr. F. W. 
Norwood. 

“Religion without morality is supersti- 
tion and a curse, and anything like ade- 
quate and complete morality without reli- 
gion is impossible.’”—Mark Hopkins. 

“Our religion is not a creed; it is a 
passion, and all those who follow Christ 
must be the heralds and exemplars of that 
passion.”—Sir Oliver Lodge. 

“In the life of the Spirit there are no 
arguments, only discernments.”—Dr. J, 
Fort Newton. 

“No animal ever thought ‘It ought to 
be’.”,—Nolan R. Best. 

“There is no privilege without a respon- 
sibility.’—Dr. John R. Mott. 

“Beware of substituting the New Deal 
for the Old Gospel.”—Gen. Eva Booth. 

“Envy, the most devastating of all pas- 
sions.”—Dorothy Dix. 

“Wars are like fires. They must be stop- 
ped before they start.”—Fred Libby. 

“The first of all truths is that truth 
should be loved above all.”—Paseal. 

“Forgiveness, the undiscouraged love for 
one another.”—Kirsopp Lake. 

“Empty seats at dirty plays will bring 
cleaner plays.”—The Christian Advocate. 


Qpen your eyes!” 


LEADERSHIP TRAINING SCHOOL 


The LaCrosse (Wis.) Church Federation 
annually sponsors a training school for its 
Church leaders, usually during the early 
part of the winter. This year the first 
session was held Jan. 14. There are 5 
sessions planned, and a program is offered 
which has appeal for both workers and 
pupils. Rev. Esra R. Vornholt is dean of 
this year’s school, and Mr. Wilson P. Wat- 
kins of the Y. M. C. A., is registrar. All 
meetings are held in the “Y”, and begin 
with a fellowship supper, which is follow- 
ed by devotions. The entire group re- 
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mains in assembly for the lectures on 
Church History, which are: “The First 
Three Centuries, A. D.”; “The Mediaeval 
Church”; “The Swiss Reformation”; “The 
German Reformation”; “The Puritans and 
Pilgrims.” The first of these lectures was 
given by Dr. Alfred Hughes, pastor of the 
First M. E. Church. The second will be 
by Prof. W. M. Laux, of the State Teach- 
ers’ College faculty. The Rev. Karl 
Koepke, pastor of our St. John’s Church, 
will give the third on “The Swiss Reforma- 


tion.” Dr. Tennis Megorden, president of 
Gale College (Lutheran) will give the 


fourth lecture, and the last one will be 
by Prof. A. H. Sanford, head of the his- 
tory department at the Teachers’ College. 


In addition to these lectures for the en- 
tire group, 3 class periods are offered. 
The Rev. A. B. Martin of the Baptist 


Church gives lectures on “The Primary 
Child,” while two young publie school 
teachers give demonstrations in activity 
projects for children of primary ages. 
Their major project is the construction, 
out of wood, of the wilderness Tabernacle. 
A second course entitled “Personal Reli- 
gious Practices” is offered by Dr. G. Paul 
Stowell, of the First Congregational 
Church. The third course, “The Devotional 
Life,” is offered by Rev. Robert D. Vin- 
ter, of the Episcopal Church. 


This program has met with an enthusi- 
astic response, and a large number of 
Church members are attending the meet- 
ings. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The Auxiliary held its 30th annual meet- 
ing at the Home on Jan. 10, in the after- 
noon. Its officers presented reports of the 
year’s activities and accomplishments. 
During the year the organization prosper- 
ed. It again made liberal contributions 
in cash and material needed by the Home 
and its numerical strength was much in- 
creased. Looking to the future, it aims 
to have a Phoebe Home Auxiliary com- 
mittee in every congregation in the East- 
ern Synod. Those committees are to make 
a very limited canvass in their congrega- 
tions to enroll additional Auxiliary mem- 
bers. That work was done in many con- 
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Every One Who Read 


“The Bridge of San Luis Rey,’’ 
which won for Thornton Wilder a 
tremendous audience and univer- 
sal critical acclaim, 


WILL WANT HIS LATEST 
BOOK 


HEAVEN’S MY DESTINATION 


This story of a 20th century 
Don Quixote. is as moving and 
finely written as anything he has 
done. 


Price, $2.50, Postpaid 
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OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
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gregations last year with very satisfac- 
tory results. Others will join in the work 
this year. 

Officers were elected for the ensuing 
year. They are: Pres., Miss Nina Dan- 
owsky; Vice-Pres., Mrs. Simon Sipple; See., 
Mrs. Edgar Major; Treas., Mrs. Robert 
EK. Lehr, all of Allentown. 

The retiring president is Mrs. David H. 
Kratz, who held that office continuously 
during the last 25 years. Words can not 
adequately express the service which she 
rendered the Home, the Chureh and the 
guests at the Home. When she assumed 
the duties of the office the Home was in 
its infancy. Then there was a small be- 
ginning, and there were many difficult 
problems to solve and the work had at 
times to be done under discouragements. 
However her patience, perseverance and 
good judgment brought success and prog- 
ress not only to the organization which 
she guided, but also to the Home. The 
members of the Auxiliary and the friends 
and employees of the Home expressed at 
the meeting their appreciation of the long 
and faithful service of the retiring presi- 
dent. 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE LORD OF THE TEMPLE IN THE 
TEMPLE OF THE LORD 


Text 2:49, “And he said unto them, How 
is it that ye sought me? knew ye not that 
I must be in my Father’s house?” 

Jesus loved the temple of God, and set 
a good example to boys and girls in His 
desire to be there as a boy, and to men 
and women by visiting it and worshipping 
in it whenever He was in Jerusalem. If 
Jesus felt the need of worship and loved 
His Father’s house, how much more should 
all of us feel the need of going to the 
house of God to worship, to pray, and to 
learn! All who go to the Lord’s house in 
the right spirit will always go away from 
it with a blessing, better than they were 
when they came in. 

From the meagre records that we have 
we gather a few incidents from the life 


of Jesus when He visited His Father’s 
house. We are indebted to St. Luke for 
a few glimpses of Jesus in the temple, 
which would be unknown without his 
record. 


The first time the Lord of the temple 
visited the temple of the Lord was as 
a little child about six weeks old. Joseph 
and Mary brought Him into the temple 
to present Him to the Lord. He had to 
be carried into the temple and was doubt- 


Verses to Memorize 


By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


PLAY THE GAME! 


If days are drab 
And life seems tame, 
Fill well your part, 
Play the game! 


less borne thither in the arms of Mary, 
His mother. He did not know anything 
of this visit at the time although it was 
very significant. ‘According to the Jew- 
ish law, every male child was to be dedi- 
eated to God in this way, and a sacrifice 
was offered, according to the ability of 
the parents. 


There were two old saints in the temple 
waiting for the coming of the Lord. One 
of these was Simeon. He was righteous 
and devout, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. It had been revealed unto Him by 
the Holy Spirit, that he should not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
And when Joseph and Mary brought in 
the Child Jesus, Simeon received Him in- 
to his arms, and blessed God, and said, 


“Now lettest 
Lord, 

According to thy word, in peace; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all peoples; 

A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

And the glory of thy people Israel.” 


thou thy servant depart, 
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This sublime outburst from the lips of 
Simeon is still sung by the Christian 
Church as a chant, called “Nune Dimittis”, 


which are the first two words of the 
chant in the Latin version. 
Joseph and Mary marvelled at the 


things which were spoken concerning Je- 
sus, and Simeon turned and blessed them, 
and said unto Mary, “Behold, this child 
is set for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel; and for a sign which is 
spoken against; yea and a sword shall 
pierce through thine own soul; that 
thoughts out of many hearts may be re- 
vealed.” Mary did not understand the 
full meaning of this prophesy at the time, 
but she learned to know its full signifi- 
cance later on. 


There was also a very old woman in 
the temple by the name of Anna, a proph- 
etess, who departed not from the temple, 
worshipping with fastings and supplica- 
tions night and day. And coming up at 
that very hour she gave thanks unto God, 
and spake of Him to all them that were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

It is a custom on the part of many 
Christian people to present their children 
to the Lord in His temple, and, to con- 
secrate them unto Him in holy baptism, 
for He said, “Suffer the little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me: 
for to such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

The next visit that Jesus made to the 
temple was as a boy twelve years old. 
This story is more familiar to every boy 
and girl and need not to be repeated in 
detail. It happened at the time when 
Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem to 
the feast of the passover, and took Jesus 
with them. He was now old enough to 
become a son of the law, corresponding 
somewhat to the confirmation service in 
our Churches, when young people are re- 
ceived into full membership into the 
Church. 


When their religious duties were ful- 
filled, and they were ready to return home, 
Jesus was not with Joseph and Mary. 
They supposed Him to be with some 
friends in the company, and went a day’s 
journey. But when they stopped for the 
night, they looked for Jesus among their 
relatives and friends but could not find Him. 
They went back to Jerusalem to look for 
Him, and after three days they found 
Him in the temple, sitting in the midst 
of the teachers, both hearing them, and 
asking them questions. And all that heard 
Him were amazed at His understanding 
and answers. And when they saw Him 
they were astonished; and Uis mother 
said to Him, “Son, why hast thou thus 
dealt with us? behold, thy father and I 
sought thee sorrowing.”’ And He said un- 
to them, “How is it that ye sought me? 
knew ye not that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 


This visit of the Lord of the temple to 
the temple of the Lord had great signifi- 
cance for Jesus, and He never forgot it. 
His Father’s house was dearer to Him 
now than ever before. He had a vision 
of His life work and gave Himself to 
the Father in a special way. So should 
also every young man and woman dedi- 
cate themselves to the service of the 
Lord when they are confirmed and unite 
with the Church. The Father’s house 
should be so dear to them that, like the 
psalmist, they should be glad whenever any 
one says to them, “Let us go unto the 
house of the Lord.” 


Jesus went back to Nazareth with His 
parents, and was subject unto them. But 
He attended the local synagogue, as St. 
Luke tells us His custom was, where He 
worshipped God and heard His word ex- 
plained. Although there is no further 
record of Jesus for the next eighteen 
years, yet “we may suppose that whenever 
Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem to 
take part in the celebration of the feast 
of the passover, Jesus went with them 


THE NEW YEAR 


By Virginia Chandler Powell 


A New Year dawns—new hopes are 
born— 
A brighter year, we trust! 
Depression, heartaches, hour forlorn 
We'll scatter in the dust. 


With this New Year we must resolve 
To strive for better things— 

To share our joys with those we love, 
For happiness that brings. 


What did the Old Year mean to you? 
Are you sorry it has passed? 
To me, it means a dream come 
true,— 
But,—how long will it last? 


And so farewell to ’34, 
We've had enough of you; 

Ring in the New Year ’35, 

Let’s see what it will do! 


San Francisco, Cal. 


and was eager to spend as much time in 
the temple as He could. 

Another recorded visit of Jesus to the 
temple took place following His triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the 
beginning of passion week. The children 
also took part in this reception as they 
sang in the temple, “Hosanna to the son 
of David.” When the chief priests and 
the scribes were moved with indignation 
because of the song of! the children, and 
said to Him, “Hearest thou what these are 
saying?” He said to them, “Yea; did ye 
never read, Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?” 
This shows that Jesus was pleased with 
what the children did, and we believe 
that He is pleased today when boys and 
girls sing His praise in the junior choirs 
which have been organized in many of 
our Churches. 

After spending the night among His 
friends in Bethany, Jesus came into Je- 
rusalem the next day, and entered the 
temple, and began to cast out them that 
sold, saying unto them, “It is written, 
And my house shall be a house of prayer: 
but ye have made it a den of robbers.” 
He had great regard for the temple and 
wanted it kept sacred. St. John, in his 
record of the cleansing of the temple re- 
marks, “His disciples remembered that it 
was written (Psalm 69:9), ‘Zeal for thy 
house shall eat me up.’” 

It is worthy of remark that there is an 
advance in the references to the temple 
in these three records. In the first place, 
it is simply ealled “the temple’; in the 
second incident, Jesus refers to it as “my 
Father’s house,” but in this last visit He 
calls it, “My house.” 


AND THEY HAVEN’T FOUND OUT 
YET 


To the Editor of the Daily Mail: 

Sir—May I correct a correspondent as 
to the origin of the bagpipes? They 
originated in Ireland. The Irish, with 
their proverbial wit, sold them to the 
Scots, alleging that they would produce 
music. 


THE PASTOR THINKS 


Things move so swiftly these days 
that some sermons prepared early in 


the week are out-of-date by Sunday 
morning 


—Now and Then. 


THE LETTER BOX 


Dear N. Cy Clopaedia: 

I have just joined your Church and 
should like some suggestions as to liter- 
ature. Do you have any kind of Chureh 
paper that one might subseribe to? 

Interested. 


Dear “Interested”: 


We welcome you most heartily into our 
fellowship and wish you much joy in your 
new relationship. “The Reformed Church 
Messenger” is the name of our denomina- 
tional paper, and it is highly recommend- 
ed. The articles are written by outstand- 
ing leaders in our Chureh and are timely 
and most interesting. The comments on 
the important events of the day are’ brief 
and to the point. Why not see our young 
people and get a copy for five cents, next 
Sunday? If you care to subseribe for a 
vear, one of these alert young people will 
be glad to help you. 

N. Cy Clopaedia. 
—In “The Aerolith’ of Hope Church, 
Phila. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Addison H. Groff 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK of JAN, 28- 
FEB 3 

Memory Verse: “Lord, Thou knowest all 
things; Thou knowest that I love Thee.” 
John 21:17. 

Memory Hymn: “Jesus 
Where’er the Sun”. (512). 

Theme: Peter’s Restoration. 


Shall Reign 


Monday: Peter’s Restoration 
John 21:11-19 

Two of the world’s great religions have 
been called “religions of redemption’: 
Christianity and Buddhaism. Recently I~ 
stood before the large image of Buddha 
in the National Museum at Washington. 
I stood for a long time gazing into the 
imperturbable calm of those eyes that look 
only inward and say nothing. Prince 
Gautama paid dearly for that calm, He 
went into the palace and kissed his sleep- 
ing wife and babe good-bye. He wan- 
dered far from human haunts. He lived 
on a grain of rice a day. He found what 
he believed was the way to heaven: to 
kill all desire forever and forever. And 
now he sits wrapped in calm as in an 
iron mask. We know we can never dis- 
turb him. We go to him and say: “Mas- 
ter, I am hungry.” The Buddha moves not. 
We say: “I have seen death.” The Buddha 
moves not. We say: “I have sinned, I 
am lost.” The Holy One stirs not. There 
is no tear upon his unmoved cheek. 


And then we turn to Jesus of Naza- 
reth. We find Him not calm but weep- 
ing. We hear Him ery out in agony of 
soul. We see Him in the center of a 
crowded street with a howling mob at 
His heels and a cross upon His back—all 
beause of His love for us! We see Peter 
laid low by such conquering love and rais- 
ed up whole and healing, and we know 
that we too, have found perfect love at 
last. 

Prayer: O Love that wilt not let us go, 
we rest our weary souls in Thee. Amen. 


Tuesday: Manasseh’s Sin and Restoration — 
IL Chronicles 33:10-17 _ 


“Sin is out of date,” say some. 
dictionaries will soon list the word as — 
archaic and obsolete, along with “honor 
to parents”, “integrity”, “sacrifice”, “ho 
esty”, “duty”, and other obsolescent 
that no longer mean anything to 
minds. “Morality is a species of dis 
says Nathan—not the prophet, 
dramatic eritic, If modern men 
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writing the Bible Manasseh would be a 
subject for comedy and his sin would be 
laughed away. But God ean laugh too, 
and hold in derision, says the Psalmist. 
And He may be laughing now at the im- 
pudence and rashness of modern man. 
But more likely God is weeping for His 
erring children. For He knows so many 
things. He knows what self ean do to 
the heart. He knows what pride can do 
to the soul. He knows how bitter are the 
ashes of despair and how cold the shadow 
of the tomb. He knows because He comes 
to earth Himself not onee but eternally— 
for here in the crowded way is His dwell- 
ing-place. Therefore He held out the hand 
of merey and Manasseh was healed—and 
so may we. 


Prayer: O Father, show us how great the 
sin that turns away from love so tender 
and so strong. Amen. 


Wednesday: Israel’s National Restoration 
Ezekiel 11:14-21 


Israel died as a nation to live as an 
ideal. Her “wailing wall” is a graveyard 
of dead hopes. Her soul is a beacon still 
enlightening the world. Humanly speak- 
ing, the prophets of Israel were the wisest 
men that ever lived. Their mission was 
to snateh from a falling kingdom that 
which the fire of destruction could not 
consume. Rome fell too, but no prophet 
stood by to interpret, only a man to sing 
mock heroies and fiddle in her hour of 
agony. How hard it is to learn this pro- 
found lesson: after the furnace fire dies 
down there lies the gold, pure, gleaming 
and indestructible. Death reveals the 
deathless. How would we know we are 
immortal if we did not die? Nations, like 
men, prefer to live. They prefer the pomp 
and circumstance of material power. And 
then they pass on and the ages stir about 
among the ruins and pick up here a piece 
of broken beauty and there the fragment 
of a song. But in the case of Israel the 
finds are more precious still. Her inde- 
structible jewels have found new settings 
in seepters that rule the whole domain of 
the modern world. 

Prayer: Show us, O Father, how to make 
the land we love strong with the might 
of justice and good will. Amen. 


Thursday: Israel’s Spiritual Restoration 
Romans 11:25-32 


One thing we miss more and more in 
the plans for national recovery, and that 
is the consideration of man’s spiritual re- 
generation. We are not dogmatic on this 
point. It is so refreshing to see a nation 
determined to give all her citizens bread! 
We remember that our Lord did not forget 
human need. Every man needs a job. 
Without a job there can be no salvation. 
But what we long to see is some recogni- 
tion that America needs more than bread 
and good wages. Smoking factory chim- 
neys are fine. We cannot live without 
them. Nor can we live with them and 
nothing more. Rome, we are told, crashed 
to ruin while her treasure houses were 
bursting with gold. And most of us are 
more in danger of spiritual ruin in days 
of plenty than in days of want. He who 
can put some religious strivings into our 
national planning will be rendering the 
soul of America a great service in this 
critical hour and will give a pace to re- 
covery that without such religious back- 
ing it can never attain. 

Prayer: O Lord, in our recovery may 
we recover and possess our souls. Amen. 


Friday: Restoration Through Chastening 
Hebrews 12:4-13 


How easily we underestimate the power 
of evil. We think that with a few trumpet 
blasts the citadel of evil will collapse! 
We fondly and hopefully imagine that if 
we “send” our children to Sunday School, 
teach them the Lord’s Prayer and “Now 
I lay me down to sleep,” they are thence- 
forth fully equipped for victorious living. 
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If so, we are due sooner or later for a 
heartbreaking shock, for character is not 
so easily achieved. The hosts of evil are 
not so lightly overcome. The hosts of evil 
strike back, and they strike back hard. 
The soul that is not chastened as by fire, 
the heart that is not tempered to endure 
hardness as that of a good soldier is cer- 
tain to go down in the struggle with evil. 
The Cross stands as an abiding symbol 
of how far sin will go to achieve its ends. 
Thank God, it also illustrates how full 
the price Love is ready to pay to over- 
come evil with good. 

Prayer: Forgive us, O Lord, for mak- 
ing our Christian life an easy one. Show 
us the need of sacrifice to the uttermost, 
and if we will learn no other way, O Lord, 
wound us for our good, bruise us for our 
perfect healing, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Saturday: Restoration Through Love 
Galatians 6:1-10 


Love, like God, is creative. It has the 
will to believe because it has the heart 
to believe. Love creates by believing, 
trusting, hoping, waiting, daring. Love 
says: “This child is good, brave, true and 
loyal.” The world says: “That boy is evil, 
a coward, false and traitorous.” The world 
and Love strive together. The world, to 
win its point uses criticism, ostracism, gos- 
sip, slander, policemen, prisons, dungeons. 
Love uses tears, forgiveness, sacrifice and 
more tears. And many a man has been 
delivered from hell because someone— 
father, mother, sister, brother, stranger— 
loved him back to life. Love can do all 
things. It is faith and hope “grown 
courageous”, refusing to quit, fighting on 
when there is scarcely anything to fight 
with, overleaping even the grave in reach- 
ing out for her own. Love redeemed Peter 
and Mary Magdalene. It stopped Paul on 
the Damascus road, it opened the eyes of 
John on the Island of Defeat and showed 
him an angel standing in the sun. 

Prayer: Rebuke us, O Lord, when we 
say that Love has failed, when we should 
say that it has not been fully tried. Give 
us burning hearts for this love-needy 
world. Amen, 


Sunday: “Kept by the Power of God’ 
I Peter 1:3-12 

More of us would experience the mar- 
velous exaltation of spirit that comes from 
feeling we have been “kept by the power 
of God’, if only we were not so fond of 
keeping ourselves. We shall never learn 
to swim if we never lay aside our water 
wings and give ourselves to the cosmic 
forces of the tide. We shall never learn 
the height and depth of divine mercy until 
we cease trusting in our own strength. 
Just how we are to do this T do not know. 
Shall we cast ourselves down from the 
Empire State Building or let a rattlesnake 
bite us? No, not that. Shall we sell 
houses and lands and live on faith alone? 
Perhaps, I do not know. But this I do 
know, that only those have fully found 
God who have first lost all else. Just as 
you can never know what buoyaney you 
possess until you commit yourself fully 
to the sea, so you cannot know the power 
of God until He becomes your only stay. 

Prayer: We do not have the courage, O 
God, to ask Thee for what we most need. 
Thou alone knowest what use can be made 
of us frail children of the dust. We trust 
Thy love and wisdom. Amen, 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


POLITICIANS, PLEASE DON’T READ 
Florence Jane Ovens 
Now let’s talk about them—the politi- 


cians, I mean—in reference to kindergar- 
tens. 


MESSENGER 


NEW BOOKS FOR 
LENT AND EASTER 


Each week we will list the 
new publications for this 
particular season of the 


Church Year as rapidly as 


they are released by the 
various publishers. 


CHRIST SPEAKS FROM 
CALVARY 


Lenten Meditations 
By Edward Jeffries Rees 


Many books have been written on the 
words which Christ spoke on Calvary. 
Yet, here is something new and re- 
freshing. These sermonic meditations, 
written on a high literary and devo- 
tional level, illuminate and apply to 
our day the words which Christ spoke 
from Calvary. ‘They are rich in effec- 
tive illustrations. The appeal to the 
preacher is to preach Christ and Him 
crucified; to the layman, to enthrone 
Christ centrally in the heart and to 
serve “the present age.’’ The introduc- 
tory chapter is on the Cross. Follow- 
ing is a chapter interpreting the deeper 
implications of Palm Sunday. Then 
follow chapters interpreting the Seven 
Words of the Cross. Dr. Rees closes 
with a triumphant chapter on Immor- 
tality. Price, $1.00 


VICTORIES OF THE CROSS 


Lenten Sermons 
By Walter Albert Stanbury 


Ten sermons of genuine worth to 
quicken the Lenten and Easter mes- 
sages of preachers and teachers every- 
where. 

Dr. Clovis G. Chappell says of Dr. 
Stanbury and his book: “Dr. Stanbury 
deals with one of the abiding and vital 
themes of the Christian religion. The 
truth he presents has application to 
every living soul. He preaches as one 
who is generally alive.’”’ Here is dar- 
ing, venturesome preaching, best indi- 
eated by glimpsing some of the themes 
which Dr. Stanbury treats so well: 
“The Romance of Cross Bearing.” “Our 
Lord’s Way of Meeting ‘Trouble.”’ 
“Warning the Right to Eternal Life.’ 
“The Necessity of the Cross.”’ 


Price, $1.00 


THE MIRACLE OF ETERNITY 


A Lenten-Easter Brochure 
By Paul B. Kern 


A chapter from ‘‘The Miracle of the 
Galilean,’ widely commended book by 
Bishop Kern—reprinted for Easter read- 
ing. It has special significance for the 
season, and an unusually helpful mes- 
sage for your friends recently bereaved 
of loved ones. Price, 25c 


TESTAMENT OF LOVE 


By Robert L. Simpson 


The Bishop of London says: “There 
is always a great distinction in what 
Doctor Simpson writes and also a deep 
spirituality. This book displays both 
characteristics. I have been much 
touched with it myself.” Price, $1.00 
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How often we hear: “There is no use 
trying to get a satisfactory kindergar- 
ten law enacted in our state; the politi- 
cians would never let the bill pass.” “We 
want kindergartens in our city, but the 
politicians vote them down.” “We had 


kindergartens, but this year the politicians 
sidetracked the appropriation for their 
support, so they are closed.” 

Now let me remind you about politi- 
cians. Whether men or women, they all 
were once little children. Most of them 
have had sons or daughters and many of 
them grandchildren. If you make a test, 
you will usually find that little boys and 
girls hold very important places in their 
lives. And yet the complaints against 
them with regard to kindergartens is often 
only too true. Why? 

Generally because they do not under- 
stand kindergartens. When the women’s 
clubs urge kindergarten support, the poli- 
ticians say, “The mothers want a place 
to park their children while they gad 
about!” When the men argue for kinder- 
gartens, the politicians say, “The women 
put them up to it.” They expect every 
teacher to be in favor of these classes and 
say, “Of course, she wants to feather her 
own nest.” In every case the politicians 
may believe what they say. 

And if they believe it what would you 
expect them to do? Of course. Then if 
you know the real value of kindergartens, 
would it not be a worth while act to tell 
those politicians about it at a time when 
the kindergarten is not receiving special 
attention and so, at a time when they 
won't consider your information propa- 
ganda? 

Is it likely that politicians would vote 
against kindergartens if they knew that 
the kindergarten would benefit their own 
children and the children of their friends 
as long as life should last? Why not tell 
them some of the things that university 
presidents and deans of colleges say? Why 
should university men talk about kinder- 
gartens? Even the politicians will real- 
ize that they can have no personal ends 
to gain. They talk about pre-grade classes 
as they talk about reforestation or the 
preservation of any of our natural re- 
sources. 

Dr. Holmes of Harvard University, says: 
“Tf school money is to be saved, the elimi- 
nation of the kindergarten is one of the 
worst ways in which to save it. There is 
no way in which the benefits of a good 
kindergarten can be gained by the efforts 
of the children themselves or by the ef- 
forts of their mothers. The loss of kin- 
dergarten training is an absolute loss and 
a fundamental loss.” j 

President Akers, Asbury College: “Every 
builder says, ‘Look well to the founda- 
tions.” Surely in the building of the 
greatest thing in life—character—the kin- 
dergarten becomes one of the essentials. 
The mind of the child is wax to receive 
but steel to hold its early impressions. A 
right beginning indicates a happy ending. 
What investment can be made which will 
yield larger returns in health, moral con- 
duct, and fine citizenship than that which 
is made to inaugurate and maintain in the 
community a kindergarten for the young 
Americans of tomorrow?” 

Dean Leonard, University of Illinois: 
“T attended kindergarten for two and 
one-half years and still remember the life 
lessons of learning to keep in step with 
others in work and in play.” 

President Peterson, Utah State Agricul- 
tural College: “Every biological and psy- 
chological fact we have discovered, which 
bears upon the subject, indicates that the 
overwhelmingly important educational 
years are those of kindergarten and be- 
low. Our level of culture can be raised 
as a nation more surely by increasing the 
emphasis on kindergarten work than is 
possibly any other single way.” 

Former President of Battle Creek Col- 
lege, Dr. Voelker: “Universal kindergar- 
ten education will decrease crime and in- 
crease efficiency and happiness.” 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Some people cannot so much as 
lift a finger without asking some- 
body else to lend a hand. 


Chancellor Chase, New York University: 
“The work of the kindergarten should be 
encouraged and strengthened in every pos- 
sible way.” 

We might go on and on. The Univer- 
sities ery aloud for the kindergarten. We 
are told that the kindergarten is a garden 
not in name only but in actuality. Under 
the skill of the wise gardener, the kinder- 
gartner, the child adjusts himself to world 
conditions. He finds what he needs for 
his growth and development. He is nei- 
ther coddled, forced nor hampered. He 
unfolds in an atmosphere as stimulating 
to purposeful activity as that of pioneer 
days but so permeated with an understand- 
ing of child nature that one knows it be- 
longs only to the children of this age. 
It is as truly the right of the child to 
have the benefit of such an atmosphere 
as it is the right of his parents to have 
the benefit of the discoveries and inven- 
tions in the material world. Tell this to 
the politicians. Help them to understand 
the kindergarten, and they will vote for 
it. 


“T suspect that it is difficult to over- 
estimate the importance of providing chil- 
dren of kindergarten age with such en- 
vironment and personal influence as will 
tend to strengthen character. It is in these 
earlier years that the success or failure 
of the future career is largerly deter- 
mined.’—Henry ©. Newell, President, 
Piedmont College, Demorest, Georgia. 

If your child is being denied kinder- 
garten advantages, write to the National 
Kindergarten Association, 8 West For- 
tieth Street, New York City, for informa- 
tion and advice. 


“Don’t worry if your job is small 
And your rewards are few; 
Remember that the mighty oak 
Was once a nut like you.” 


HELP HONOR GROW BY 
EXAMPLE 


We've heard so many people say 
That honor lives no more; 

That only thots of wickedness 
Most people have in store. 


In ev’ry heart we know there is 
Some goodness planted there; 
A light which plainly shows the 
way 
For those who would be fair. 


There is no heart or soul so black 
Some honor doesn’t show; 

There is no seed of righteousness 
That can’t be made to grow. 


A man to travel roads of wrong 
Thruout his life’s career, 

Has had along the road somewhere 
Some teachers insincere. 


It’s time good people waken up 
And have their light to show 

On every avenue where folks, 
In traveling, have to go. 


Example points the silent way 
That is for good or bad; 

And only as it shows the good 
Will heart of man be glad. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer 
' Hagerstown, Md. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE, No. 55 
STAM P 
TAMER 
AMUSE 
MESHY 
PREYS 


MAKE 7 OUT OF 21, No. 11 


1. Man 8. hat 15. mit 
2. Man 9. u 16. tan 
3. Man 10. do 17. cure 
4, Man abi lec! 18. ter 
5. Man 12. ches 19. lin 
6. Man 13. i 20. tory 
7. Man 14. da 21. toba 
A. M.S 


“T am sorry,” said the dentist, “but you 
cannot have an appointment with me this 
afternoon. I have eighteen cavities to fill.” 
And he picked up his golf bag and went 
out.—Juggler. 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Wouldn’t you like to see Hans Ander- 
sen’s fairy tale Red Shoes acted before 
your very eyes? And a Japanese classical 
play Lady Kaguya, with a “voice from 
the moon” in it? Hear music that means 
Oh! so much more than radio crooning— 
music by Brahms and Schumann? And t 
stereopticon views of “The Story of 
Jesus’? And Sir J. M. Barrie’s play, 
Quality Street? Then, you’ll have to jour- 
ney to Japan with me, to our Miyagi Col- 
lege, Sendai, where, on November 9th, our ‘ 
literary society celebrated its 42nd anni- i 
versary. Think of it! Hach of the 12 ; 
numbers on the program was given in 
English, except the Lady Kaguya (Moon- | 
bright) play, and the only part by a mis- 
sionary was the closing talk by Dr. Kate 
J. Hansen, acting president while Dr. 
Carl Kriete is home on furlough. The open- 
ing address was given by a high school 
pupil; Brahms’ Hungarian Dance was r 
played as a piano duet; Stevensen’s “My “a 
Shadow” was recited; two girls gave a ” i 
rhythmie dance; piano and vocal solos ' 
were also rendered, and the choruses sang 4 


Homer’s Requigm and “A Red, Red Rose”, 
by Hastings. I know the chapel was 
crowded, and that every listener went 
home filled with a deeper regard for our 
girls, and new praise for the quality of 
the work done. And who knows, but that 
someone decided to become a Christian, 
that night, for God abides in music, and 
in worth-while drama, doesn’t He? And 
shines out through the eyes and life of 

those who love Him. So here’s forty-second 

anniversary greetings to our Miyagi Col-— 
lege girls, who, like you and I, prefer the 

best in music and drama, and rejoice in 

sharing that best with others. P. 8. Oh! | 
How well I remember the day the first 

grand piano arrived in North Japan—at 
our Miyagi College—the gift of our Mrs, — 

Lee M. Erdman, Reading. I can see the 
big box yet, and sense the excitement thes 
girls showed, while it was opened. And 

then, when Dr. Hansen’s skilled, loving 
hands fondled it, and... and played its 
new keys! i 


And now, in Sendai, in our 
North Japan College for young men, is 
a pipe organ, one of two in all of North 
Japan, where each and every d th 

best in music is played, and... 
are changed for... for Him, 
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CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. J. M. G. Darms, Secretary 


J. Howard Weisel, secretary of the Chap- 
ter at Johnstown, Pa., writes: “I like the 
1935 program for the Reformed Church- 
men’s League. There are a great many 
useful suggestions and in many respects it 
ought to be a tremendous boost to the 
men’s organizations. Thank you very 
kindly for the thirty copies mailed. We 
are distributing them to our regular mem- 
bership.” As many copies as desired, sent 
free. Have you ordered yours? 

“T have felt that our League should have 
carried on and I shall be willing to try to 
re-establish it. I will try to get it going 
on a better foundation.” That’s the spirit 
of a general revival in men’s work. It is 
as important to touch up the weak spots 
as it is to “strengthen the strong ones.” 

The other day we were down to $4 in 
our treasury and the expense for imme- 
diate postage for the sending out of book- 
lets, etc., exceeded that. Then the usual 
intervention of a benevolent providence 
happened and President Fretz, now secre- 
tary of the Business and Real Estate De- 
partment of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, called us into his office and with 
his characteristic smile handed us a check 
for $10 for the League—his monthly con- 
tribution, and said: “God bless you in your 
work. Nothing is more important than 
to co-ordinate the man power of our 
Churches.” We hastened to our office and 
thanked God for another “help in time of 
need.” Our president not only believes in 
the League, but he works and sacrifices 
for it. 


A LETTER FROM REV. HENRY 
A. BOMBERGER 
Editor “Reformed Church Messenger,” 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

I am organizing the “Army of the Prince 
of Peace.” The only membership require- 
ment is a personal signature to the follow- 
ing: 

“Thou shalt not kill.” Exodus 20:13. 
MY ULTIMATUM 

I hereby enlist in the gracious 
Army of the Prince of Peace and I 
will have a part in no other. As a 
soldier of the cross of Christ I will 
“take the sword of the Spirit,” not 
the weapons of Caesar. 


“T am come that they might have 
life.’ John 10:10. 
Will you help secure enlistments? 
Sincerely yours, 
’ Henry A. Bomberger. 


A Letter to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 

With the school term once again begun, 
it seems but fitting to raise again the 
question of the place of the R. O. T. C. 
in our educational system. Once again the 
questions may be raised, Does the R. O. 
T. CO. train for the after-life of the boy? 
What is the purpose of the R. O. T. C. in 
our educational system? 

Does the R. O. T. C. train for the after- 
life of the boy? This can be answered 
in no better way than by giving a quota- 
tion of General Robert E. Lee, Commander- 
in-Chief of the Confederate Army, a one- 
time head of West Point, and a president 
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of Washington College (now Washington 
and Lee U.). General Lee’s statement 
was: “Military education is an unfortu- 
nate necessity for the soldiers, but the 
worst possible preparation for civil life.” 
Considering his military background plus 
his educational background, could any one 
else have been better qualified to speak? 
He also frequently commented on _ the 
number of failures he had observed among 
those who entered business pursuits after 
having received military training. 

An incident is told of his attitude to- 
ward military training while he was presi- 
dent of Washington College—after he had 
been head of the Confederate forces. 
Washington College and Virginia Military 
Institute sometimes came together in a 
parade of their military units. On such 
occasions the faculties of both schools 
would follow the cadets and students in 
the joint procession. President Lee and 
General Francis H. Smith, supt. of V. M. 
I., would march side by side. General 
Smith always held himself in erect mili- 
tary posture, bringing his feet, especially 
his left one, down firmly in perfect time, 
whereas not even the beating of a bass 
drum could make General Lee keep step. 
He simply walked along in a natural man- 
ner. Although this manner appeared nat- 
ural, it seemed, to the professor of Wash- 
ington College who years afterwards re- 
ported the incident, that he consciously 
avoided keeping step, so uniformly did he 
fail to plant his foot simultaneously with 
Gen. Smith at the beat of the drum. 

Another soldier-educator who disbeliev- 
ed in military training in educational in- 
stitutions was Major Enoch Barton Garey, 
former president of St. John’s College at 
Annapolis. ‘St. John’s College, third old- 
est in the U. 8. (1696), had been a mili- 
tary institution until 1923, WHEN MA- 
JOR GAREY BECAME PRESIDENT. 
Surprisingly, it had had no military presi- 
dent until then. Major Garey had gradu- 
ated at West Point, was a military science 
professor at Johns Hopkins, while his 
manual-of-arms textbook was a standard 
in U. 8S. colleges. He realized, as did 
General Robert E. Lee many years ago, 
that military training has no place in 
U. 8. educational institutions. 

What is the purpose of the R. O. T. C. 
in our educational institutions? Theoretic- 
ally, it is to train young men for war. 
However, even militarists admit that here 
it fails. The generals wouldn’t dare give 
the young men real war, for the young 
men would balk. Instead they are given 
a feminized, bravuric, glamorized war- 
fare, replete with honorary-female-colonel- 
ships, dress-parades, shining-uniforms, flag- 
wavings, band-plays, and expensive equip- 
ment. The young men are further induced 
into R. O. T. C. by the lure of easy credits, 
snap courses, free uniforms, rifle teams, 
polo ponies, and after the second year in 
college, financial remuneration. Certainly 
the combination of all these is not to be 
minimized as ample enticement. 


Herein lies the danger of the R. O. T. C. 
in our high schools and colleges. The 
young men are lured into an acceptance 
of militaristic principles without the ex- 
periencing of militaristic horrors. Through 
the moton pictures shown them depicting 
military subjects, through the talks given 
them by their officers, and through their 
constant association with military-inclined 
leaders they gradually acquire the atti- 
tudes of militarists. They have become 
militarists. In addition, following their 
graduation from college, they are enabled 
to attend C. M. T. C. camps, or attain 
officerships if they join the army, or be- 
come identified with the National Guard 
in their home towns. They can become 
members of the Reserve Officer Asso., ac- 
quire membership in the Seabbard and 
Blade Military Fraternity, while all the 
while they are receiving the pamphlets of 
the War Dept. 

The purpose of the R. O. T. C. in our 
high schools and colleges is not to train 
for war, but to propagate the idea of mili- 
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tarism among the young men. 
men, through the years, thus 
shock-troop for the propagation 
idea of preparedness. 

If the young men received actual war 
training they would be less apt to become 
militarists. As Dr. Daniel A. Poling has 
said: “Comepl every man between 16 and 
21 to take this military training, drilling 
in the rain, sleeping in the mud, with rats 
and mice, suffering stark war hardships 
without flags or music. Do not let him 
see his own women folk. The next war 
would never start. Unborn, it would die 
in disgust and hatred.” 

The R. O. T. C. training is not only 
dangerous and useless but it is also expen- 
sive. During the past ten years $106,000,- 
000 has been spent upon equipment, build- 
ings, uniforms, and personnel. At the 
University of Illinois over a million dol- 
lars has been expended for just this single 
unit. Would it not have been better for 
the government to have established a mil- 
lion dollar endowment fund at the Univer- 
sity of lllinois for the use of needy stu- 
dents? 

At some of the universities the R. O. 
T. C. has acquired ridiculously inflated pro- 
portions. At Ohio State U., fifty different 
courses in R. O. T. C. were recently of- 
fered, while a student could acquire as 
high as sixteen credits toward graduation, 
roughly 13% of the total. In the catalog 
of the U. of Wyoming, the R. O. T. C. 
courses were given eleven pages with the 
law courses receiving seven. At the Mis- 
souri School of Mines eight pages were 
used for the R. O. T. C. courses, with the 
English Dept. receiving one and one-half. 

Much of the blind acceptance of the 
R. O. T. C. by the layman arises from 
the belief that it is a compulsory subject 
for every boy in the first two years of his 
course at a land-grant college. The Land 
Grant Act of 1862 only requires that mili- 
tary training be given at every institu- 
tion, which is not the same as requiring 
every student to take it for his first two 
years. On June 20, 1930, William D. Mit- 
chell, then U. 8S. Attorney General, ren- 
dered to the Secretary of the Interior, an 
official decision that: “You are justified in 
considering that an agricultural college 
which offers a proper substantial course 
in military tactics complies sufficiently 
with the requirements as to military tac- 
ties in the Act of July 2, 1862, even though 
the students at that institution are not 
compelled to take the course.” With the 
Supreme Court never having ruled on the 
case at point, former Attorney Mitchell’s 
decision is as near an official verdict as 
has been drawn up. Both Wisconsin U. 
and Minnesota U., have abolished the com- 
pulsory feature of R. O. T. C., Wisconsin 
having been the first Land Grant institu- 
tion to do so. Were it compulsory for 
every student to take R. O. T. C, the first 
two years they would have by now for- 
feited their right to Land Grant appro- 
priations, which is not the case, both 
schools continuing to receive the govern- 
ment appropriations, 

In other institutions the opposition to 
the R. O. T. C. goes forward. At De Pauw 
(Methodist), the compulsory feature was 
abolished some years ago. So few stu- 
dents responded and it dropped altogether. 
Incidentally, this gives some insight into 
the attitude of the students towards the 
subject. At the present time disputes are 
in process at U. of Maryland, U. of Calif., 
and Ohio State regarding the status of 
students refusing to take the subject. 


R. O. T. C. has no place in the modern 
educational curriculum. It is expensive 
because it expends millions of dollars for 
mere pomp and show. It is useless be- 
cause it does not fulfill the function for 
which it was established. It is dangerous 
because it deludes the young men into an 
acceptance of militaristic principles with- 
out their having experienced true militar- 
istic horrors. Last, it propagates militar- 
ism in the guise of education. 


—“An Ex-R. O. T. C.” 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Modern Methods in the Church School, by 
William Grime. Round Table Press, New 
York. 99 pp. $1.50. 

The contents of this volume are much 
more concrete than the very general title 
suggests. It is chiefly a report of two 
specific Bible-study projects conducted by 
the author and another teacher in his 
Chureh School, with a group of first-year 
Junior boys (9-year-olds). Twenty regu- 
lar one-hour sessions on Sunday mornings 
were given to the first study, which cen- 
tered in the Genesis stories—the creation 
of the world and of man, the Fall, the 
Flood, the Tower of Babel, etc. The ac- 
count from the teacher’s diary records the 
development in detail, including the teach- 
er’s questions and the pupil’s responses. 
The approach is pupil-centered, and if pu- 
pil-interest is any indication of success, 
there is ample evidence that the procedure 
was highly successful. 

In these columns some months ago a 
more elaborate project conducted on a 
similar basis with Primary pupils in the 
Riverside Baptist Church School, New 
York City, was reviewed. That project 
was reported in the volume, “Others Call 
It God,” by Jeannette Perkins. While Mr. 
Grime’s report falls into somewhat the 
same category, it is different at so many 
points as to be valuable in showing under 
what different conditions this type of 
teaching can be successfully used. 

The second project reported occupied 
eighteen similar Sunday sessions and was 
concerned with the closing events of Jesus’ 
life. Its approach, however, was not by 
way of discussion. It centered in a crea- 
tive undertaking, the modeling of minia- 
ture scenes from the gospels—Christ’s En- 
try Into Jerusalem, the Last Supper, 
Gethsemane, the Trial Before Pilate, the 
Crucifixion and the Resurrection. The cre- 
ative work became the stimulus for the 
necessary study of the gospel narratives. 
Complete mastery of the story was achiev- 
ed in the pupils’ preparation to interpret 
these scenes to the various groups of vis- 
itors invited from other sections of the 
school to see their work. The project was 
conducted during Lent, thus intensifying 
its significance for the pupils. 

An Appendix contains suggestions for 
those who would undertake something of 
this sort in their own schools, as well as a 
stimulating list of questions based on the 
project-reports which may be used as a 
study guide for a teacher-training class. 
May the procession of such reports as this 
and the above-mentioned by Miss Perkins 
continue! —A.N. 8S. 


Faith or Fear in Child Training, by Mar- 
garet W. Eggleston. Round Table Press, 
New York. 191 pp. $2.00. 


Out of her rich experience with children 
and with parents’ groups Miss Eggleston 
has added an excellent volume to the in- 
creasing library that is available to par- 
ents and parents’ classes. The title does 
not do it justice, as it is the subject of 
only one of the 13 chapters which include 
a wide variety of parents’ problems sanely 
treated and made readable and practical 
by the use of an abundance of concrete 
experiences. Self-control, discipline, quar- 
reling, leisure time, the child’s money, the 
movies, sex education and religion are 
among the vital matters discussed. The 
price of the book invested by a parent or 
a study group of parents will be sure to 
pay dividends in practical solutions for 
vexing problems. —A. N.S. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 

The Minstrels of St. John’s Church, 
Reading, gave an interesting program to 
our children on Tuesday, Jan. 8. 

After the children were urged to read 


their Bibles, so their names could be plac- 
ed on the Honor Roll of those who com- 
pleted reading the Bible, children com- 
plained that they did not have enough 
Bibles. We could use at least fifty Bibles, 
if any friend of Bethany is interested in 
this phase of the work. 

The children enjoyed an oyster treat on 
Wednesday, Jan. 16. This is an annual 
dinner financed by one of our friends. 

Walter Rohrer, Shamokin, was elected 
superintendent of our Sunday School by 
the vote of the employees and confirmed 
children. Our superintendent and assist- 
ants are elected semi-annually. The vot- 
ing is done by ballot without nomination. 


THE ALTAR OF THE OLD HARBAUGH 
CHURCH PRESENTED TO THE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


When the Rev. S. E. Stofflett, D.D., was 
minister of St. Paul’s Church at Waynes- 
boro, he also served as pastor of the Har- 
baugh Chureh. In the first year of his 
ministry a new Church was built by the 
Harbaugh congregation. The altar of the 
old Church, in which Dr. Harbaugh was 
confirmed, was presented to Pastor Stoff- 
lett. He carefully preserved and highly 
prized it throughout his life. His wish 
was that the altar should be placed in the 
Archives of the Historical Society of the 
Reformed Church at Lancaster, Pa. This 
wish was fulfilled by Mrs. Stofflett, who 
recently sent the altar to Theological Sem- 
inary, where it is now placed in the room 
of the Historical Society. 

It is indeed one of the most interesting 
historical relies among the hundreds that 
are in the collection of the Society. The 
altar is not only a memorial of the child- 
hood and youth of Dr. Harbaugh; but also 
of the early ministry of Dr. Stofflett. It 
bears evidence to his loyalty not only to 
the congregations which he served, but to 
every interest of the Reformed Church in 
the United States: the Church of his fa- 
thers and the Church to which he gave his 
life and his possessions. —G. W. R. 


WOMEN AS ELDERS AND DEACONS 


Of the four amendments to the consti- 
tution of the former Reformed Church in 
the United States, adopted by a two-thirds 
vote of the 59 Classes and declared in ef- 
fect by the General Synod at Cleveland, 
O., on June 26, 1934, the following is by 
far the most important for the future of 
our denomination: 

“Women shall be eligible to the office 
of elder and deacon, and accordingly to 
membership in the judicatories of our 
Church.” 

The amendment means that any female 
member of our congregations may become 
a member of the Consistory, of Classis, of 
Synod, and of General Synod. Perhaps, 
Dr. Dan Bradley’s jest should now receive 
consideration. In bringing the greetings 
of the Pilgrim Congregational Church to 
General Synod he referred to the progres- 
siveness of the Congregational denomina- 
tion, and then said that his Church had 
not yet proceeded so far as to make dea- 
cons out of its women. Decon and elder 
are masculine terms. We should therefore, 
speak of these new incoming officials as 
deaconesses and elderesses. 

By carrying out the provisions of the 
amendment the Church will not lose, but 
gain. True, some women, because of their 
retiring disposition, will hesitate to accept 
these offices, and others are already so 
burdened with the work in organizations 
that they feel it almost impossible to 
accept additional duties requiring so much 
time, thought and energy. But the pres- 
ence of women in the meeting of the Con- 
sistory is wholesome. Story-telling, light 
conversation, business palaver and lagging 
in the business at hand disappears. Wom- 
en are efficient as visitors, roll-callers, 
bookkeepers and chair-ladies of various 
committees, and their regularity in at- 
tendanee, diligence in service and genu- 


ine devotion to the cause of Christ serve 
as a wholesome tonie to the male mem- 
bers. 

Perhaps similar results will become no- 
ticeable in our higher judicatories. The 
presence and participation of women may 


have a tendency to cut out non-essential . 


debates, noise in vestibules, the litter of 
cigar and cigarette stumps decorating the 
approaches to the Church building, and to 
speed up regular business, to add dignity 
to judicatorial procedure, and to inspire 
all to renewed consecration to the work of 
the Kingdom. Women are weleome to 
membership in all our judicatories, and 
much is expected of them.—Dr. A. G. 
Peters, in The Reformed Evangel. 
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Prominent Worker of W. M. S. E. S. 
Claimed by Death. Mrs. Elsie Livingood, 
of Womelsdorf, Pa., died at her home on 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, aged 67 years. Many of 
us who attended the Eastern Synodical 
Convention at Harrisburg in 1933 will re- 
member Mrs. Livingood as the dignified 
woman who arose and challenged us all to 
a “Dollar Day” to raise funds to send Dr. 
and Mrs. Paul L. Gerhard back to their 
field of labor in Japan, and again, at the 
Eastern Synodical Convention at Lebanon, 
Pa., in 1934, she was instrumental in rais- 
ing a “Hoy” fund to help send the Hoys 
back to China. Mrs. Livingood served as 
the president of the W. M.S. E. S., 1916-19, 
and was the first Eastern Synodical secre- 
tary of Girls’ Guilds, or Young Women’s 
Missionary Auxiliaries, as they were then 
called, serving from 1914-16. Again Mrs. 
Livingood was the first secretary of Organ- 
ization and Membership in Eastern Synod, 
serving from 1920-1923. Lebanon Classis 
also has the honor of having had Mrs. Liv- 
ingood as its president. from 1912-1915. 
She too, was always most active in her 
own home Society in Zion Church, Womels- 
dorf, Pa., where she was an organizer and 
charter member. The Womelsdorf Church 
has lost one of its most faithful support- 
ers, Lebanon Classis one of its most hon- 
ored advisors, Eastern Synod one of its 
most dignified and active workers, and the 
Church at large has lost a real loyal friend. 


The W. M.S. and Mission Band of Christ 
Church, Boston, Mass., N. Y. Classis, enter- 
tained for Rev. and Mrs. Mareus Engle- 
man, home on furlough from Wakamatzu, 


‘Japan, on Dec. 27, from 3-5 P. M. Mrs, 


F. W. Engleman, a member of this Society 
and the president of N. Y. Classis, is the 
mother of Missionary Engleman. Mr. Engle- 
man spoke on his work and the conditions 
and customs in Japan and both Mr. and 
Mrs. Engleman gave demonstrations by at- 
tiring in Japanese costume some of the 
young people present. The Mission Band 
children enjoyed a Japanese New Year’s 
game and tea and cakes were served. The 
W. M. S. then had supper together and 
presented their Christmas program after- 
wards. The fine Christmas program sug- 
gested in the packet was carried out and 
enjoyed by all. The Englemans were pre- 
sented with a gift by the Society. They 
are living at present in New York eity, 
where Mr. Engleman is studying. 


The Mission Band of St. Mark’s, Leba- 
non, Pa., had a delightful Christmas party 
in the Social rooms on Saturady, Dee. 15, 
with an attendance of 110. A lovely tree 
with many lights gave a real Christma 
atmosphere to the room, Each of the fou 
groups of the Mission Band contributed « 
part of the program which consisted of mu 
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sical numbers, recitations and_ stories. 
Christmas carols were sung and a lovely 
Christmas story was told by Mrs. Harold 
Black, one of the teachers. The children 
brought gifts in the form of useful articles 
to be sent to the Winnebago Indian School, 
Wisconsin, and a fine box of very useful 
articles was sent on to Rev. Ben Stucki, 
the supt. During the social hour the chil- 
dren each received an apple and a lolly- 
pop. 
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the work of the Evangelists in Japan, was 
directly seen by Mr. David A. Miller, of 
Allentown, Pa., during his recent trip to 
the Orient. He says, “In one of the fields 
in Japan, we found 8 Christian workers 
where the pastor, the Bible women and 
the Kindergarten teacher were all prod- 
ucts of our schools and Seminary except 
one, who was an apprentice. If the home 
Church people could see the fine Christian 
work built by their offerings, there would 


Value of Mission Schools in Japan. That be no withdrawal of workers and there 
our Mission Schools greatly supplement would be more willing givers.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 


February 3, 1935 
Peter’s Restoration 
John 21:11-19 


Golden Text: Lord, thou knoweth all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee. 
John 21:17. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Test of Disci- 
pleship. 2. The Proof of Discipleship. 


Peter’s recovery from his grievous fall 
began in the courtyard of the high priest, 
when the loving eye of Jesus pierced his 
conscience and touched his heart. Our 
present lesson pictures the completion and 
culmination of this spiritual process, after 
the resurrection. It takes us to the sea- 
side in Galilee. There, on the shore of the 
little lake, hallowed with many tender 
reminiscenses, Peter saw his risen Lord. 
There occurred a touching meeting which, 
apparently, completed the recovery and 
restoration of the fallen disciple. Then 
and there Peter entered into a fellowship 
with the risen Christ that remained un- 
broken to the end of his heroie life. 

I. The Test of Discipleship. Twice be- 
fore, we read, Christ had manifested Him- 
self to His disciples (21:14). But this 
third manifestation was altogether unique. 
Seven of the disciples witnessed it—Peter, 
Thomas, Nathanael, James, John, and two 
others whose names we do not know. 

These seven had spent the night fishing 
in the lake, but without success. In the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, and 
talked with them from a distance. They 
did not recognize Him until, at His direc- 
tion, they caught a multitude of fish (21: 
7). Then John exclaimed, “It is the 
Lord.” 

Thereupon Peter impetuously swam 
ashore, and the rest followed in the boat. 
When they landed, they found the Lord pre- 
paring a meal for them, and they heard 
His invitation, “Come, and break your 
fast” (v. 12). Then He served the seven 
with bread and fish. 

When they had finished their breakfast, 
Christ addressed Simon Peter. Thrice this 
fickle disciple had denied His Master, and, 
now, thrice-repeated came the question, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me?” 
and after Peter’s triple confession of love, 
Jesus laid upon him the solemn obligation 
to feed His lambs and to tend His sheep. 
Finally, moving away from the scene, the 
Lord said to Peter, “Follow me” (v. 19). 

It is generally recognized by biblical 
scholars that the twenty-first chapter of 
John’s Gospel, which records this touching 
episode, is a late supplement to the book, 
which was added after the death of the 
author. This fact raises many difficult tex- 
tual problems, which do not concern us in 
these notes. 

The deeper spiritual significance of that 
scene by the side of Galilee is perfectly 
obvious. Among all the recorded appear- 


ances of the risen Lord this one is un- 
paralleled in its utter reality and human- 
ity. Nothing could be less a phantom than 
this loving Christ, preparing a meal for 
hungry men, and probing the heart of 
Peter with searching questions. What- 
ever else the story may signify, it cer- 
tainly illustrates the faith of the disciples 
in the utter reality of the risen Christ. 
Men had crucified Him, but death had no 
dominion over Him. He was alive for- 
evermore. 

This episode marked the full and final 
restoration of Peter to his discipleship. It 
meant the beginning of a new fellowship 
of the disciple with His risen and trium- 
phant Lord. The text of that fellowship 
was love. “Lovest thou me?” Thrice that 
significant and searching question pierced 
the heart of Peter—thrice, as though, by 
iteration, Jesus desired to stress its su- 
premacy and sufficiency. 

Once before Peter had publicly and fer- 
vently confessed the Lord. That was at 
Caesarea Philippi. There he had boldly 
stated his belief about Christ in a doc- 
trinal proposition. “Thou art the Christ,” 
he had affirmed, “the Son of the living 
God.” But, alas, that noble faith did not 
keep Peter from a deep fall. In spite of 
it, he had basely denied his Master in the 
hour of trial and temptation. Even so 
our “faith in Christ” may be a mere for- 
mula easily learned and glibly repeated. 
Such faith in Christ is only a doctrinal 
belief about Him that rests on hearsay 
evidence. It lacks the power of personal 
experience and inner conviction. 

Here at the seaside Christ did not in- 
quire into Peter’s faith. He did not ask, 
What do the people think about Me, or 
what do you think about Me? The great 
question was, “Lovest thou me?” And, 
humbly and earnestly, Peter replied, “Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” 
That was the true test of discipleship and 
fellowship. From that love a new faith 
blossomed forth that was not a mere for- 
mula about Christ, however exalted. It 
was a living trust in Him and a life of 
heroic obedience. That new faith, too, 
was tested and tried, even unto death. But 
Peter never again denied His Lord. 

Love of Christ still remains the only 
test of discipleship and fellowship with 
the risen Christ. Without it, no man can 
even see Him; let alone, follow Him. Men 
may inquire into our theological opinions 
about Christ, and demand acceptance of 
their doctrinal formula, They may debar 
us from the fellowship of their sect, unless 
we pass their examination and repeat their 
shibboth. But they cannot exclude us 
from that body of believers whose head is 
Christ, even His Church. For Christ Him- 
self asks us but one question, ‘“Lovest 
thou me?” And His examination and test, 
let us be very sure, is far harder to pass 
than any given by men. 

II. The Proof of Discipleship. That be- 
comes evident when we pass from test to 
proof, from searching question to solemn 
obligation, as found in our lesson. 
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When Peter thrice confessed his love of 
Christ, the Master laid upon him a solemn 
obligation. “Feed my lambs, and tend my 
sheep.” In other words, loving service is 
the proof of fellowship with the risen 
Lord. Even as the only real test is love, 
so the only true proof is life. And so the 
twain, test and proof, are one. The man 
who is in true fellowship with Christ is 
a new creature. His life is love, and his 
love is life. Both his test by Christ and 
his testimony before men are a life of lov- 
ing service. 

Now “faith” seems to be a very concrete 
and definite word; and “love,” very vague 
and indefinite. We know what we believe, 
and we put our beliefs into very precise 
and exact language. No so with love. No 
man can define it, or fully express it in 
words. And so love may come to mean 
many things. Sometimes it is a mere emo- 
tion, a sentimentality as worthless as the 
faith that is mere belief. 

But Christ helps us to safeguard from 
abuse that great word “love,” the sum- 
mary of the Christian life; both by His 
example and by His precept. He showeth 
men what love means and does in His daily 
life, in His fellowship with God and man. 
His holy, humble life was love incarnate. 
And, in our lesson, He puts upon Peter the 
obligation of love. It means, “Feed my 
lambs and tend my sheep.” 

That phrase, in its narrower meaning, 
describes Peter’s apostolic career. It is 
a simple and significant description of the 
Christian ministry. The minister of Christ 
is a pastor, a shepherd. Peter and all his 
fellow-pastors must nourish the children of 
the flock of Christ, and they must guide 
and guard the adults. 

But in a wider sense the words of Christ 
to Peter apply to all His followers, pastors 
and people. They signify that a life of 
love is a life of service. Whatever our 
vocation or position in life, our faith in 
the risen Christ will manifest itself in our 
daily life of love. Other proof than that 
there is none of our vital fellowship with 
the Lord. “If I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I 
am nothing.” 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Feb, 3—Wanted: Youth for the King- 
dom. I Tim. 4:6-16. (Christian Endeavor 
Day) 

This Sunday marks the anniversary of 
the Christian Endeavor movement. The 
name originally chosen for this organiza- 
tion is “The Young Peoples’ Society of 
Christian Endeavor”. It was started by 
young people and for young people. No 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 
by the three (Inglish) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories’ offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Hxam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


SUD MR NE Mei, WO NLIDE ID, ID), IBN, AD, 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, he American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D:Die STDS lia. D: 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


other organization in the Church has been 
so true to its original plan and purpose 
as has the Christian Endeavor Society. It 
was a youth movement at the beginning 
and it has been a movement in the inter- 
ests of youth ever since. It has enlisted 
many thousands of young people for 
Christian service the world over, and many 
are happy to acknowledge that this organ- 
ization gave them their first impetus in 
the Christian life. It taught many of our 
young people to pray, to read the Bible 
regularly, to attend Church services and 
to engage in some form of Christian ser- 
vice. Whatever the shortcomings of the 
Society may have been, or may be, it has 
rendered a distinguished service in bring- 
ing the young people throughout the world 
into a eloser! fellowship and has offered 
them many avenues of service in the work 
of the Kingdom. The thing to be regret- 
ted is that not more of! the young people 
of our Churehes have availed themselves 
of the privileges offered and have stood 
aloof from a movement that has meant so 
much in the life of the Church during 
the past 50 years. 

The Kingdom of God is always going 
forward on the shoulders of youth. The 
Church started on its mission 19 cen- 
turies ago as a great youth movement. 
The 120 souls that had gathered in the 
upper room in Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost were all young people. The old- 
est among them was probably Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and she was not yet 50 
years old. In every age of the Church its 
outstanding leaders have always been 
young men. Athanasius of Alexandria 
when he stood as a bulwark for the faith 
in the early part of the 4th century, was 
a young man in the twenties. Luther and 
Zwingli were young men when they start- 
ed the Protestant Reformation, and Ur- 
sinus and Olevianus, who wrote our Heidel- 
berg Catechism, were then not yet 30 
years of age. When Philip Schaff came 
to America in 1844 and became one of the 
great leaders of our Church, he was only 
25 years of age. When James Ross Reily 
went to North Carolina in 1813 and saved 
the Reformed Chureh in the Southland, 
he was only 24 years of age. Instances 
might be multiplied by the hundreds to 
show that young men and young women 
have generally been the leaders in the 
great Christian movement around the 
world. The modern missionary movement 
was started by a few young men who were 
still in college and the Student Volunteer 
Movement that had as its slogan: “The 
Evangelization of the World in This Gen- 
eration” was entirely a youth movement. 
Throughout the world today, in almost 
every country, there are these youth move- 
ments, those uprisings of young people in 
behalf of better world conditions. 

The Kingdom of God needs the youth 
of today. Just as Jesus called young men 
to be His disciples and entrusted the in- 
terests of His Kingdom in their keeping, 
so young people are needed to carry for- 
ward the work of the Kingdom today. The 
Kingdom needs their courage, their faith, 
their hope, their optimism, their enthusi- 
asm. The young people are daring and 
venturesome. They are not afraid to take 
risks. They are strong and resolute. They 
see visions and the future is theirs. All 
these qualities are needed in Kingdom 
building. 

But the youth also need the Kingdom. 
The Kingdom is the rule and realm of 
God in the world. It stands for those 
high spiritual principles and_ realities 
which have abiding values. Life is not 
worth living apart from the Kingdom of 
God. Therefore, if the young people wish 
to make their lives count for the most, 
they will identify themselves with the 
interests of the Kingdom. The rich young 
ruler had many fine qualities, but his life 
was meaningless because he was outside 
the Kingdom. No life is complete without 
the Kingdom of God. Here is the field in 
which a young person can put his powers 
of body, mind and soul to greatest use. 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. ; 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 
Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 

15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 

four colleges last year. Fine school home, 

thorough work and helpful supervision. 

Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 
HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 


Salisbury, N. C. 
HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 


Art Department ~ 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
directors and social workers, and offers also pre- 


medical, pre-law, re-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 


scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


And at no time were there greater oppor- 
tunities for Kingdom service than today. 
So much needs to be done and there are 
so few to do it. Instead, therefore, of 
frittering away your time and talents on 
things that do not matter and are passing, 
I appeal to the youth of today to devote 
themselves fully and ardently to the things 
of the Kingdom. Live for the highest 
and best ideals, choose the supreme good 
which is Christ and order your lives ae- 
cording to the rules of the Kingdom, This 
will bring you the greatest joy and the 


highest reward and will make you a real — 
blessing in the world. Wanted: Youth for — 


the Kingdom. Will you enlist now? There 
is no better time to do this than on Chris- 
tian Endeavor Day. . cal” 
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CATAWBA FACULTY ACTIVITIES 


Members of the Catawba College faculty 
presented papers before a number of 
learned societies during the Christmas 
holidays. Dr. Raymond Jenkins, head of 
the department of English, read a paper 
before the Spenser Section of the Modern 
Language Association of America on 
“Spenser’s Travels and Experiences with 
Lord Grey’. Dr. Jenkins was also elected 
secretary of the Spenser Section. Dr. Mil- 
ton L. Braun, Professor of Physics, read 
a paper on “Rubber Deformations Caused 
by Uniformly Repeated Stresses” before 
the American Physical Society, in asso- 
ciation with Section B of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science. In October, Dr. Braun presented 
a paper before the Society of Rheology, 
meeting at the Franklin Institute, Phila- 


delphia, on “The Extensibility of Rubber 
Bands as a Function of Time”. Dr. Carl- 
ton C. Rice read two papers, one on cer- 
tain Spanish Etymologies, before the 
Spanish Language and Mediaeval Litera- 
ture Section of the Modern Language As- 
sociation of America, and another on Ro- 
mance Etymologies before the Linguistic 
Society of America. He was also a mem- 
ber of the committee on nominations of 
the latter society. Dr. David E. Faust, 
Professor of Bible, attended the meeting 
of the National Association of Biblical 
Instructors, and presented a paper before 
the Old Testament Division of the Society 
of Biblical Literature and Exegesis. The 
subject of Dr. Faust’s paper was “A 
Prophet Attacks Profit”, and was an in- 
terpretation of Eeclesiastes. 
—Allen K. Faust 
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According to the Italo-French agree- 
ments signed Jan. 7, the two powers mean 
to collaborate in all fields, and that they 
will consult each other whenever cir- 
cumstances render such a step advisable. 
The French will give up 44,500 square 
miles in Africa and a share in the Abys- 
sinian railway. The Reich arming is re- 
buked. Their consultation pact may be ex- 
tended eventually to include other powers 
in the event that Austrian independence 
should be seriously threatened. 

On the anniversary of the Battle of New 
Orleans, Representative Turner of Ten- 
nessee presented Jan. 8 to Speaker Byrns 
a gavel made of cedar from The Hermit- 
age, home of Andrew Jackson, hero of the 
battle. 

The tax rate in Cincinnati, Ohio, is the 
lowest in 15 years. The manager form of 
government has saved the citizens $3,600,- 
000. It is the largest city in the country 
to operate under the City Manager plan. 

A step to make the United States a 
member of the permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice was taken Jan. 9 when 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
by a vote of 14 to 7, favorably reported 
the three protocols necessary to member- 
ship, with a reservation clarifying the 
Hurst-Root formula as to the much-dis- 
puted advisory opinions. 

More than 10,000 men have been added 
to the Ford Motor Company payroll since 
its new car was introduced Dee. 29, creat- 
ing the best employment mark since 1929, 
according to a statement from Detroit 
Jan. 9. 

Living costs in families of workers earn- 
ing up to about $2,000 a year rose by 1.8 
per cent in the five months from July 1 
to Nov. 30, 1934, Secretary Perkins stated 
Jan. 9. 

Control of petroleum production will not 
be abandoned even if a hundred amend- 
ments are necessary to bring the law into 
harmony with Supreme Court rulings, 
President Roosevelt declared Jan. 9. He 
expected no great difficulty in bringing 
the language of the oil legislation within 
the limits of constitutionality as defined 
by the Supreme Court. 

Under a final decision Jan. 9, the United 
States must apologize to the Canadian 
Government and pay $50,666.50 damages 
for the sinking on March 22, 1929, by 
the Coast Guard Dexter of the rum-run- 
ning schooner I’m Alone, a_ vessel of 
Canadian registry, in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, 200 miles off the Louisiana coast. 

A list of 3,616 nominations was sent to 
the Senate by President Roosevelt Jan. 
10. These included officials named to of- 
fice during the recess of Congress who 
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now must be confirmed by the Senate to 
continue in office. 

Premier Mussolini gave assurances to 
Negadras Yesus, Abyssinian Minister to 
Rome, Jan. 10 that Italy’s strengthened 
position in Africa would not result in a 
policy of aggression. 

Forty-five lynchings were prevented in 
the United States in 1934 and there were 
50 per cent fewer victims of mob violence 
during the year, members of the Asso- 
ciation of Southern Women for the Pre- 
vention of Lynching were told Jan. 10 
as they heard annual reports and mapped 
new objectives for their 1935 program. 

Mme. Marcella Sembrich, the Metro- 
politan Opera star, died Jan. 12 at her 
home in New York City, at the age of 76. 
After her retirement from the Metropol- 
itan she devoted her time to teaching. 

A Federal indictment was returned at 
St. Louis Jan. 11 charging ten motion pic- 
ture production and distribution companies 
and six of their executives with conspir- 
acy to violate the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Law by refusing to furnish films for ex- 
hibition. The offense is a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a jail sentence of one year 
and a fine of $5,000. 

Miss Amelia Earhart flew the Pacifie 
from Hawaii to California in 18% hours. 
She landed at the Oakland Airport, where 
10,000 were waiting to receive her. Miss 
Earhart left the Wheeler Field, Honolulu, 
Jan. 11 at 10.15 P. M. for this solo flight 
of 2,408 miles. It was the first solo flight 
ever made between Hawaii and California. 

Unemployment figures for 28 countries, 
including nearly all the big industrial 
ones, given out Jan. 12 by the Interna- 
tional Labor Office at Geneva, show that 
their unemployed at the end of 1934 
totaled 20,000,000, or 1,000,000 less than 
when 1934 began. The American unem- 
ployment figures given show a rise from 
10,122,000 in November, 1933, to 10,671,- 
000 in November, 1934. 

The 250th birthday anniversary of 
Johann Sebastian Bach was observed in 
New Haven, Conn., and New York City, 
Jan. 11 and 12, by a series of recitals of 
the music of the 17th and 18th centuries. 

The National Conference on the Cause 
and Cure of war was held in Washington 
Jan. 22 to 25. Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, 
honorary chairman of the committee, 
spoke on “Ten Years’ Work Toward 
Peace”. Other speakers were Mrs. Roose- 
velt and Senator Gerald P. Nye. 

During 1934 gifts for philanthropic 
purposes increased in the United States, 
ending a decline which had continued from 
year to year since 1929, according to a 
recent survey of leading cities. 
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The composite opinion of Southern in- 
dustry is that the NRA must be drastieal- 
ly modified or abolished altogether, ac- 
cording to returns from a questionnaire 
sent to 6,000 manufacturers by the South- 
ern States Industrial Council. Over 34 
per cent wanted the act modified, 43.4 per 
cent wanted it abolished altogether and 
22.4 per cent were for the NRA as it is. 

The geological party of the Byrd Expe- 
dition, under the command of Quinn A. 
Blackburn, of Seattle, Wash., ended a 
sledging journey of 1,410 miles. The trip 
carried them within 180 miles of the 
South Pole. They left Little America Oct. 
16 and returned to it Jan. 11. 

Infanta Beatriz, daughter of the former 
King and Queen of Spain, was married 
in the Church of the Gesu, the principal 
Church of the Jesuits and one of the 
richest in Rome, to Prince Alessandro Tor- 
lonia, Jan. 14. The mother of the Prince 
was the former Elsie Moore, of New York. 
Three thousands persons attended the cer- 
emony. 

The Netherland High Court of Justice 
decided Jan. 14 that the Royal Dutch 
Shell Company and the Batavia Petroleum 
Company, were no longer obligated to ful- 
fill the gold payment clauses of their dol- 
lar bonds floated in Amsterdam and New 
York, but can pay in devalued dollars. 

Representative Griffin of New York died 
suddenly in that city Jan. 14. The in- 
terment was in the Arlington National 
Cemetery at Washington. 

Robert Herrick of Maine, former Pro- 
fessor of English at the University of 
Chicago, has been named Government Sec- 
retary of the Virgin Islands. 

Harold G. Hoffman was inaugurated 
Governor of New Jersey at Trenton, Jan. 
15. Fifty thousand persons from all parts 
of the State participated in the cere- 
monies, 

George H. Earle was inaugurated Govy- 
ernor of Pennsylvania at Harrisburg Jan. 
15. He is the first Democratic Governor 
to take office in that State since 1891. 

The Nazi vote in the Saar may exceed 
80%. The vote for reunion with Germany 
was taken Jan. 14. The result decides the 
destiny of almost 1,900,000 people in this 
most crowded section of all Europe. The 
Saar has been under the government of 
the League of Nations for 15 years. 

A nation-wide celebration marking the 
eentennial of Mark Twain’s birth was 
started Jan. 15, when President Roose- 
velt pressed a button to illuminate a 70- 
foot lighthouse on Cardiff Hill, Mo. It 
is to end Nov. 30, the author’s 100th birth- 
day anniversary. 
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ABRAM PETERS FRANTZ 


Abram Peters Frantz, the youngest son 
of Andrew Frick and Susan Bausman 


24 REFORMED 


Frantz, was born in Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 
24, 1897, and passed from this life Dec. 
27, 1934, as a result of pneumonia. He 
was named after the late Dr. John A. 
Peters, former pastor of the First Church 
of Lancaster, who was later president of 
Heidelberg College and Seminary, Tiffin, 
Ohio. 


Mr. Frantz was baptized and confirmed 
a member of the “Old First” Church, 
and as a boy was an active worker. Pre- 
paring for College at Franklin and Mar- 
shall Academy, he entered Franklin and 
Marshall College with the class of 1920. 
With the outbreak of the war, he volun- 
teered and enlisted in the United States 
Navy, serving until the end of the con- 
flict, when he received his honorable dis- 
charge. Franklin and Marshall gave him 
his diploma and bachelor degree with his 
class in June, 1920. He was a member of 
the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. A nervous 
breakdown incapacitated him soon after 
leaving the service of his country; and 
since 1920, he has been a mental invalid, 
requiring constant institutional care. 


He is survived by his father and 
mother, five sisters and four brothers, his 
passing being the first break in this 
splendid family of ten children. A _pri- 
vate funeral service was held at his late 
home in Laneaster, Dee. 29, 1934, with 
interment in the family plot at Lancaster 
Cemetery. 


MR. HENRY F. GELBACH 


Overcome with carbon monoxide gas as 
he was tuning the motor of his car in his 
garage, Henry F. Gelbach,, aged 54, of 116 
W. Main St., Evans City, prominent busi- 
ness man and elder of St. John’s Church, 
was found dead in his garage shortly be- 
fore noon, Nov. 30, 1934. 


Mr. Gelbach had been conducting a feed 
and builders’ supply business in Evans 
City for the past 18 years; he was a mem- 
ber of the Evans City Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Zelienople Rotary Club, Ellwood 
City Country Club, Knights of Pythias, 
TI. O. O. F. lodges of Evans City and on 
the Consistory of St. John’s Church for 
20 years. 


In his life-long residency of Evans City, 
Mr. Gelbach proved himself a staunch and 
upright Christian, always ready to assist 
someone else and deny himself if neces- 
sary. Resolution of respect was passed by 
St. John’s Church and sympathy offered to 
bereaved relatives and friends. 


MR. E. D. KENYON 


On Sunday, Dec. 30, in Calvary Church, 
Turtle Creek, Pa., was held the largest 
funeral ever witnessed in the history of 
the community, when Mr. E. D. Kenyon 
was laid at rest. Mr. Kenyon, generally 
known as “Chief” Keyon, has been chief 
of the local fire department for 27 years. 
Formerly, Mr. Kenyon had charge of the 
local unit of the newspaper agency, and 
for several years has been street commis- 
sioner for the borough. 


Mr. Kenyon was the head of the local 
relief distribution unit until the Federal 
Government undertook that responsibility. 
As a loyal member of Calvary Church, as 
an active Mason, as one active in ¢civi¢e 
projects, as a kindly and sympathetic per- 
sonality, Mr. Kenyon is mourned through- 
out the Westinghouse Valley by a host of 
friends. 


Rev. F. C. Schlater officiated at the 
funeral, assisted by Rev. John EH. Slater 
of Wilkinsburg. It is said that it was 
the largest Masonic funeral in the history 
of the community. There were 160 auto- 
mobiles in the procession. Our sincere 
sympathy is extended to the widow and 
family in this, their hour of bereavement. 
There is beauty in sorrow when memories 
are so sweet. —F. C. 8, 
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You'll Want a Stock of These Delightful 
Certificate Booklets! 


‘ Adk rai: \ f 
Slittle’ children: 


Fresh New Stock 


BAPTISMAL BOOK 
No. C-10. For pres- 
entation of the baptism 
of children. An attrac- 
tive new book printed 
in six colors by the 
lithographic offset pro- 
cess on good quality 
white stock. Twelve 
pages including cover. 
The contents have been 
very carefully prepar- 
ed. Size 4% x 65 in. 
Price, 15¢; $1.50 per 
dozen. 


ADULT BAPTISMAL 
BOOKLET 
C-16 

We have been re- 
quested to publish a 
new booklet to be pre- 
sented by the pastor 
when baptising adults. 
Beautifully designed— 
printed in gold, red 
and black—each in an 
envelope. Size 54x74. 
Price, 30c; $3.00 per 
dozen, 


SMALL CONFIRMATION BOOKLET 


ing manner. 
the 
the balance to suitable quotations and 


a Scripture verse. Size 414x6%4 inches. 


greatly thereby. 


THE MARRIAGE SERV- 
ICE, FROM THE BOOK 
OF WORSHIP 


New Hdition. Attrac- 
tively bound in white, with 
title stamped in gold. Gilt 
edges. Contains the order 
of service for the solemni- 
zation of marriage from 
The Book of Worship. 
Marriage certificate and 
blank pages for congratu- 
lations. 

Keratol Edition, ea., 75c. 

Gift Edition, Gold Edges, 
Genuine Leather, $2.00. 

All neatly boxed. 


No. C-1%. 


“Certificate of Confirmation” 


Price 15¢; $1.50 per dozen. 


SMALL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 


BOOKLET 


For those who do not care to use our 
large Church Membership Booklet, we 
have designed a smaller one in orange, 
grey and black tints. 
ments will be found throughout together 
with the Membership Certificate. Every- 
one receiving this booklet will profit 
Size 44% x 6% inches. 


Price 15¢; $1.50 per dozen. 


/ W-111 
OUR WEDDING DAY 


Size 544 x 7% inches 


An extremely dainty book- 
let. The illustrations are in 
full colors. The text has 
been carefully selected and 
is neatly engraved through- 
out. Each in an envelope. 

W-111 A — With Poetical 
Verses. 

W-111B — With Biblical 
Verses. 

W-111 G—German. 

Price, 35e; $3.25 per dozen. 


ALL PRICES POSTPAID 


: We are presenting for the 
first time a small Confirmation Booklet. 
The contents have been carefully pre- 
pared by Prof. Paul BE. Kretzmann, and 
the booklet is designed in a very pleas- 
One page is devoted to 


Helpful senti- 


and 


BRIDAL BLOSSOMS 


Size 554 x 7 inches. 


This book is reproduced 
by a new process that gives 
an effect of real water color 
drawings. Bxquisite in de- 


sign, text and arrangement. — 


Fach in a box. 


W-181—50c each. 
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